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Executive Summary
Even though marine fishery sector is one of the important sectors in India,
providing employment to millions of people and contributing to food security of
the nation, Marine Fishers from Andhra Pradesh are experiencing difficulties in
attaining a good livelihood, social security and literacy.
Various policies have been introduced by government to improve livelihood
of rural inhabitants from various communities and backward classes including
fisheries but fate of marine fisheries has not been changed. They are one of the
most unlucky sections in India in terms of growth and development. Their
migration to different places like Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Gujarat etc. for
many decades in the hope of improving their lives isn’t successful and instead their
hopes have become like mirages in a desert.
Despite my little knowledge, bitter experiences and difficulties I faced during
my childhood as a fisherman, I am determined to compile this report with the
hope of developing my fellow fishermen’s lives. To ensure that I don’t end up as
fisherman, my mother faced a lot of hardships in her life and she even used to sell
fish from door to door. I still remember the words my mother used to say; “my
boy! you have to lead a superior life by shunning the fishing profession”. I just
wonder despite being an important source of livelihood for coastal people, why
are these people moving away from fishing to other professions in which they
have neither expertise nor experience.
After a bit of research on this, I have identified some areas of concern to
address the pathetic lives of fishermen, and all of which have been compiled in this
book.
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While Andhra Pradesh government and various fishery departments have
put tremendous efforts to increase fish production through aquaculture,
sustainability of lakhs of coastal Andhra Pradesh fishermen has not been focused.
Government and organizations should think about the sustainability of poor fisher
rather than increasing only the production.
Without inclusive growth and improvement in the socio-economic condition
of the fishermen, the growth of the fishing industry shall remain a distant dream.
Inequality in living standards, meager earnings and lack of basic amenities has
created o discontentment and de-motivation among the fishermen. Appropriate
design and implementation of development programs is the key to improve socioeconomic conditions of the fishing community.
Poor implementation of Central Govt. schemes, lack of monitoring and
apathy of Fisheries Department of Andhra towards Coastal fisheries of Andhra has
resulted in stagnated or no development for the last decade. Most of fishermen
have no idea of various welfare schemes due to illiteracy and lack of awareness.
Passive mode of working culture of Andhra fisheries department has increased the
gap between coastal fisheries and government.
Wellbeing of coastal communities, food security, job opportunities, income
and livelihood, cultural identity , especially to those relying on fishing as their main
source of income should be kept in mind while implementing various policies and
schemes for fisheries.
A large percentage of fishermen fear the consequences of ecosystem
degradation by sand mining and various projects which are in violation of rules of
CRZ 2011 (Coastal Regulatory Zone). Survival of fishermen is considered as least
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priority by government while implementing various projects along coast of Andhra
Pradesh.
About 1.4 million people are directly or indirectly employed in the State in
this sector registering faster growth than crop and livestock sectors. The Fisheries
sector contributes 3.63 % to the GSDP 2013-14”(Socio-Economic survey 2013-2014
Andhra Pradesh).But Budget allocation to fisheries sector in Andhra Pradesh is
extremely low compared to other coastal states like Tamil Nadu where the annual
budget allocation is more than 500 Cr.
Efficiency in marine fishing, safety and welfare of fishermen should be the
top priorities of the Andhra fisheries department to uplift the economic conditions
of downtrodden fishing community.
Detailed analysis of recommendations are made in this book and are
categorized as below:
(a)

Development of infrastructure: It includes identification of suitable

locations for fishing jetties, modernization of the existing fishery harbors
and fish landing centers through renovation and up gradation, Creation of
shore-based facilities for harvest and post-harvest of fish, Increase the
availability of quality ice to the fisheries for fish preservation.
(b)

Safety of fishermen: It includes motorization of traditional boats

(teppa) and providing life jackets.
(c)

Post harvest and Marketing: It includes provision of aluminium fish

containers to women fishers, setting up of mini-ice plants, supply of iceboxes for fish preservation and sale, permanent ice-boxes, solar fish dryers
for fisherwomen, dry fish yards with a platform for hygienic drying of fish
and a warehouse for storing the dry fish, insulated vehicles (auto-rickshaws)
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fitted with ice boxes, special buses from coastal villages to markets in
nearby towns, fish selling platform with a shed and freshwater supply and
electricity supply where at least six fisherwomen can sit and sell fish under
shade.
(d)

Fishermen welfare: To improve socio economic status of fishermen,

support to fisheries during fishing ban period and fishing lean period,
development of model fishermen villages – essential provision of pukka
houses to the fisheries and other facilities including drinking water, roads
and sanitation, Ex-gratia of 5 Lakh to family of the deceased during fishing
and pension to old age and widows.
(e)

Enforcement of marine fishing acts & rules: This section includes the

enforcement of Fishermen Rights Acts, Marine Fisheries Regulation
Act(MFRA) and Coastal Regulatory Act (CRZ) to protect fisheries and
environment.
(f)

Education, Employment & Training: In order to educate fishing

community, there is a strong need for establishment and development of
schools in villages by providing all the facilities like toilets and drinking
water; fee reimbursement to intermediate students who study in corporate
junior colleges and training to fishermen during fish ban period to create
awareness on developmental schemes and latest techniques to increase
efficiency of fishing and fish processing.
It is my humble request to policy makers and officials of fisheries
department to treat this report as a valuable feedback from fisheries community
to help the department in making a plan to sustain the livelihood of illiterate,
innocent and ignored fisheries.
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS
I
Inclusion of Fishing community of Andhra Pradesh to the Scheduled Tribes (ST)
category: Fishermen belong to the socially and economically weaker section of
the population. The fishing villages are to a large extent geographically isolated:
adequate infrastructure facilities, proper road communication and sufficient fresh
water supplies are lacking. The living standards of fishing community are
extremely poor compared to any other caste. They have to fight for their
livelihood throughout the year. A majority of fishing families (97.3%) especially
from coastal Andhra are living Below Poverty Line (BPL) compared to any other
caste in India. If their inclusion to ST category is fulfilled, they will get benefits
under component plan of SCs/STs and other schemes.
II
ENHANCEMENT OF BUDGET FOR FISHERIES SECTOR:
The budgetary allocation for the fisheries sector is very low compared to other
states like Tamil Nadu. Tamil Nadu government has increased budget manifold
( 511 Cr for the year 2014-2015) for the fisheries sector to support fisheries who
are struggling for sustainable livelihood and to expand their activities. Fisheries
sector, especially coastal fisheries have been completely ignored by the Andhra
Pradesh government for the last 10 years. It is recommended that Andhra
Pradesh government may allocate yearly budget more than 1000 Cr rupees for
fisheries sector for sustainable livelihood of lakhs of fisheries. It is also
recommended that Special package with reasonable budget should be allotted
to develop coastal fisheries.
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III
SEPARATE MINISTRY FOR FISHERIES
It is recommended that government creates a separate ministry for
fisheries. Several ministries were bifurcated for the benefit and welfare of several
groups which are less in number when compared to the fishermen population,
(which is about three crore). But contrary to the need and necessity, fisheries is
being added as the fourth behind Agriculture, Animal husbandry and Dairy in the
Ministry of Agriculture; since its inception, fishermen welfare is continuously
neglected by the Authorities concerned.
IV
DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES
Maximum percentage of the coastal fishermen and women are illiterate
and they know nothing about welfare fisheries schemes introduced by central
government and state government. It is recommended to provide one welfare
officer/staff for every 5 coastal villages to create proper channel between
marine fisheries and government. They should take responsibility to create
awareness among the fishering communities about ongoing welfare schemes and
help them in availing government welfare schemes. This welfare officer needs to
be residing in one of any five coastal villages for healthier communication and
for better understanding of fisheries problems.
V
GROUP LOANS AT 4% RATE OF INTEREST PER ANNUM FOR MOTORISED BOATS
AND NETS FOR MARINE FISHERIES
Many fishermen use Wooden Boats for fishing. To feed the family, they
take loans from the money lenders with high interest as their income is little. It is
recommended that government provides 90% subsidy and 10 % loan to group of
5 or 10 fishermen to purchase boat and nets with cost of 5 lakh or 10 lakh
respectively.
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VI
MOTORIZATION OF TRADITIONAL BOATS
Motorization of traditional crafts by fixing outboard/ in board motors is taken up
to reduce manual effort of marine fishermen. This scheme already exists and
state and central governments are providing subsidy of 50% cost not exceeding Rs
30,000/ per craft towards the cost of out board / in board motor. It is
recommended that government set up a target of distributing 5000 motors per
year to motorize traditional crafts. Type of motor supplied by government
should be based on requirement of fishermen.
VII
PROMOTION OF CNG DRIVEN ENGINE: For promoting eco-friendly marine fishing
operations by reducing the air and water pollution and bringing down the
operational cost of marine capture fishery operations, CNG driven motorised
crafts are to be introduced.
As a part of fishermen, I should give eco-friendly environment to my next
generation.
VIII
SUBSIDY ON HSD OIL
100% EXEMPTION OF ALL TAXES INCLUDING EXCISE DUTY, SALES TAX ON DIESEL
AND KEROSENE: Fishermen with motorized boats had to spend maximum % of
money on oil. Subsidy on HSD oil can result in increase in the number of fishing
days and also can help improve their socioeconomic conditions. It is recommended
that Government create more such outlets in the marine villages by operating the bunk
round the clock.
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IX
INTEGRATED COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
It is proposed that government creates Integrated Coastal Development Program
with the objectives of developing fisheries villages by providing facilities including
houses for poor, drinking water, sanitation, roads, electrification, drainage, digital
libraries, fisheries hospitals and schools in fisheries villages. (Kerala state already
introduced integrated coastal Development program to develop fishing villages)
X
CONSTRUCTION OF MINI FISHING JETTIES
It is recommended that Government identify and constructs more mini fishing
jetties in 09 coastal districts from Srikakulam to Nellore in Andhra Pradesh.
XI
RELIEF TO FISHERMEN DURING BAN PERIOD
It is recommended that government provides relief assistance of Rs.7000/- along
with 40 kg rice to all the marine fishermen families.
XII
Special Allowance of Rs.6,000/- to Marine Fishermen Families during Lean
Fishing Season
As the relief amount of Rs.1,800/- given to fishermen /fisherwomen under
Savings-cum-Relief scheme every year during lean fishing months was inadequate
to maintain their families, it is recommended that government introduces a new
Scheme for disbursement of a Special Allowance of Rs.6,000/- to each of the
marine fishermen families in coastal Districts to mitigate their sufferings in the
lean fishing months. (This scheme is in implementation in Tamil Nadu).
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XIII
EX-GRATIA

It is recommended that Government provides an ex-gratia amount Rs. 5.00
Lakh to the families of deceased fishermen who happen to die due to unexpected
causes while fishing or immediately thereafter.
XIV
PENSION TO OLD AGE FISHERMEN AND WIDOWS
It is recommended that government provides old age (above 50 years) pension
for an amount of Rs 2000/-per month and pension for an amount of 2000/- per
month to the widows of the fishermen community.
XV
EDUCATION
Even, some parents who want to provide good education to their children find it
very difficult to educate their children after 10th class as college fees are very high
in residential junior colleges in cities and towns. Government is providing fee
reimbursement to graduation and post graduation courses. It is recommended
that government provides fee reimbursement to students from fishing
community, those who aspire to study intermediate (+2) course in private
colleges for better education. Students from every fishing village may be selected
for fee reimbursement on merit basis.

STEPS TO SUSTAIN FISHERIES LIVELIHOOD

13

XVI
ESTABLISHMENT OF RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS FOR FISHERMEN (Gurukul Schools):
It is recommended that government establishes more residential schools for
fishermen in coastal districts to educate children from fishermen community. 04
residential schools for fishermen(46% seats reserved for fishermen) are in East
Godavari, Krishna, Nellore and Chittoor districts so government needs to
establish more residential schools(fishermen) in remaining districts like
Srikakulam ( nearly 45,000 coastal fishermen families are from this district ).
XVII
ESTABLISHMENT OF RESIDENTAIL JUNIOR COLLEGES FOR FISHERMEN: It is
recommended that government establishes Residential Junior Colleges for
students from fishing community.
XVIII
ESTABLISHMENT OF DIGITAL LIBRARIES IN COASTAL VILLAGES
Library is a knowledge center where students can acquire knowledge of
diverse fields and can maintain social awareness by reading news papers &
magazines available in library. Also, it provides competitive books, scriptures,
personality development books, magazines and news papers which are highly
beneficial to the development of our villages. It is very important for the
government to establish digital libraries in coastal villages so that students in
these areas get benefit from their services.
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XIX
FISHERMEN RIGHTS ACT
Like the Forest Rights Act ensuring rights of the tribals and primitive groups,
Government should enforce Fishermen Rights Act to provide complete rights over
coast and sea resources to protect from mining, industrialization and other
projects which damage livelihood of lakhs of fishermen living along coast for
thousands of years.
XX
ENFORCEMENT OF COASTAL REGULATION ZONE NOTIFICATION (CRZ) 2011 AND
MARINE FISHING REGULATION ACT (MFRA)
CRZ2011: Enforcement of CRZ 2011 is required to achieve its objective of
ensuring livelihood security to the fishing communities and other local
communities living in the coastal areas.
MFRA: It is proposed that adequate number of Patrol crafts of different
types is introduced for monitoring and surveillance of the marine areas, carrying
out surveillance in the territorial waters to check the intrusion of the mechanised
fishing vessels for fishing within the area (Waters up to 8 km from the shore)
earmarked for fishing by traditional fishermen.
XXI
SUPPLY OF ICE-BOXES TO FISHERWOMEN
Fisher women use several kinds of equipment like basket made of bamboo
twigs, aluminum vessel and plastic containers to preserve fish. The efficiency in
terms of capacity to store, preserve and transport of fish is poor in compared to
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ice box. With Ice-box fisherwomen can sell it for better price & also they can store
it for 2-3 days with good conditions.
XXII
ICE PLANT CUM COLD STORAGE
It is a well known fact that every fisherman needs Ice to keep their fish catch in a
good condition. Unless they maintain quality fish, they will not get good price. But
they are exploited by the money lenders, local business people in selling fish and
buying Ice. It is proposed that government creates one mini cold storage/ice
plant unit for every 05 coastal villages and large cold storages at all fishing
harbors. Free electricity should be given for fish cold storages and ice plants.
XXIII
FISH LANDING CENTERS
Government proposed to construct 30 fish landing centers at a cost of 88
lakhs each. Survey done at 2 fish landing centers which were constructed at cost
nearly 80 lakhs each revealed that fish landing centers are not fully utilized and it
is waste of government money and they opined that instead of spending nearly 1
Cr for each fish landing centre, they may plan for mini fishing jetties at suitable
locations or may plan for small fish landing centres which is less than 10 lakhs in
all villages.
XXIV
CREATION OF FISH PROCESSING HUB & HEALTHY FISH MARKETS
Provision of better marketing facilities for fishermen community would create a
significant impact on their livelihoods. To provide better access to the nutritious
fish food to the people in hygienic condition by creating marketing infrastructure
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and to increase the income of fishermen by enhancing domestic sales,
establishment of healthy fish markets at nearest towns from coastal villages is
recommended. It is recommended government to create fish processing hub in
Visakhapatnam for better handling, processing, marketing and exportation of
fish.
XXV
TRAINING TO FISHERIES DURING FISH BAN PERIOD
It is proposed that government may plan training for fisheries during fish
ban period. Course of training may include subjects like awareness on new fishing
methods and all other technological developments in infrastructure like solar
drying methods and hygienic fish processing, awareness on government schemes,
alternative methods of livelihood during fish ban and fish lean periods, basic
knowledge on health and education of their children and also how to protect
families from thoofan/cyclones or any other natural calamities. Government may
select some active fishermen from every fishery village to spread awareness in
entire coastal Andhra.
XXVI
CREATION OF NEW FISHERIES WEBSITE
Existing website for fisheries is useless and not updated for many years. It is
recommended that new website for fisheries to be created and it should be
interactive and well maintained. Status report on fisheries activities needs to be
updated with latest reports like budget, on-going schemes, no. of motors supplied
for boats area wise, total number of fish farmers, inland fisheries and marine
fisheries, funds allocation, etc.
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XXVII
ESTABLISHMENT OF FISHERIES UNIVERSITY
It is recommended that government establishes Fisheries University to
impart quality professional education in different branches of Fisheries Sciences,
to conduct organised research in frontier areas with the objective of developing
cutting edge technologies in Fisheries Sciences and to provide extension services
like

training

and

new

technologies

fisheries,

unemployed-youth

and

entrepreneurs in Fisheries Sciences. Government is to provide more reservations
and free education to students from fisheries community to study in various
fishing institutes in India. (Fisheries universities are in Tamil Nadu and Kerala
states)
XXVIII
EMPLOYMENT
Educated traditional fishermen should be given special job reservations in
the Coast guard, Marine Police, Ports, shipping, fisheries institutes, fisheries
departments and fish processing centers.
XXIX
SPECIAL BUSES FOR FISHERWOMEN
Coastal villages don’t have good transport facilities to take fish to nearby town to
sell it. When fishermen takes fish by common bus, public complains of smell
thereby creating humiliation to fisherwomen and most of the times, they feel
guilty of taking fish to town by public bus so it is recommended that special buses
be arranged for all coastal villages in convenient times to carry fish to markets in
nearby towns and also All coastal villages should be well connected by proper
roads for better transportation.
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XXX
HEALTH
People from fishing villages are suffering from health problems like asthma,
kidney problems, back pain etc because of malnutrition and eye sight problem is
common to all fishermen because of long time spent in sea. It is recommended
that government arranges health camps for medical checkup once in a month to
all fisheries in all coastal villages and Hospitals to be constructed in all coastal
village panchayats.
XXXI
MINERAL WATER PLANTS
People from coastal villages are suffering from many diseases due to
contaminated drinking water. It is recommended mineral water plants to be
constructed in every coastal village to supply pure drinking water.
XXXII
CONSTRUCTION OF HOUSES
It is recommended that government constructs pucca houses for fishermen
who are living in kucha houses for better safety during natural calamities and to
avoid evacuation of people from coastal villages during cyclones.
XXXIII
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE THROUGH DIRECT NEFT TRANSFER
In order to ensure effective and efficient disbursement of relief assistance
to the beneficiaries without loss of time, it is recommended that the Government
may disburse the financial assistance under various fishermen welfare schemes to
the individual beneficiary’s account directly through National Electronic Fund
Transfer (NEFT). (This is in implementation in Tamil Nadu)
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XXXIV
It is recommended that government creates following infrastructures which
are exceptionally useful for coastal fishermen, in every fishing village:
a) Construction of fish drying platform
b) Construction of net mending hall
c) Construction of community hall
XXXV
Deep sea fishing methods should be explored by Indian vessels only to yield
maximum productivity. No foreign vessels should be allowed for deep sea fishing
in Indian waters.
XXXVI
VISION 2025
It is recommended that government prepares vision 2025 document in
consultation with fishing community for development of fisheries. Experts in this
field, officers, societies from fishermen community and educated youth should be
involved in making perspective plan for inclusive growth of fisheries.
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1. INTRODUCTION
Fisheries sector occupies a very important place in the socio-economic
development of the country. It has been recognized as a powerful income and
employment generator as it stimulates growth of a number of subsidiary
industries, and is a source of cheap and nutritious food besides being a foreign
exchange earner.
Most importantly, it is the source of livelihood for a large section of
economically backward population of the country. The fisheries sector is a source
of livelihood for over 14.49 million people engaged fully, partially or in subsidiary
activities pertaining to the sector. Besides, an equal number are engaged in
ancillary activities in fisheries and aquaculture. Development of fisheries can
ensure food security as well as tackle unemployment in these regions that are
predominantly inhabited by rural populace.
The global marine fish production was 80 million tonnes in 2009 and was
directly giving employment to 34 million people in fishing operations. Besides,
marine fish supplied to more than 3 billion people with at least 15% of their
average animal protein intake in 2008. Therefore, to maintain the long-term
prosperity and sustainability of marine fisheries, promotion of responsible
fisheries will help to ensure that fisheries resources will continue to provide
realistic support and benefits for both present and future generations.
India is the second largest producer of fish in the world contributing to
5.68% of global fish production. India is also a major producer of fish through
aquaculture and ranks second in the world after China. Total fish production of
India during 2011-2012 is 8.875 million tonnes(MT) with the contribution of 3.269
MT from Marine sector.

STEPS TO SUSTAIN FISHERIES LIVELIHOOD

23

MAJOR FISH PRODUCTION COUNTRIES
2011('000 TONNES)
60000
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30000
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54393

8875

8426

8341

5550

Source: FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Statistics and Information Branch. 2013

The fisheries sector contributes about 1 percent to the overall GDP and
4.6% of the agricultural GDP. Fish products also form a significant commodity for
overseas trade. During 2013-14, export aggregated to 983756 tonnes in volume
and valued at 30213.26 crore recording a growth of 60.23% over previous
fiscal.(Source: Marine Products Export Development Authority, Kochi).

2. STATUS OF MARINE FISHERIES IN INDIA
With a coastline of over 8,000 km and an Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of
over 2 million sq. km, marine fisheries play a vital role. Presently, India ranks 9 in
marine production with contribution of 3.2 MT during 2011-2012.

STEPS TO SUSTAIN FISHERIES LIVELIHOOD

24

MARINE FISH PRODUCTION 2011-12
('000 TONNES)
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Source:FAO Fisheries.

During 1950-51, Marine fishing was a major contributor to the overall fish production in
the country. However, as seen in the following figures, inland fisheries emerged as a dominated
sector with a share of 64% in total fish production of the country.

1950-51

2013-14

MARINE
36%

INLAND
29%
INLAND
64%
MARINE
71%
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According to the CMFRI Census 2010, there are 3,288 marine fishing
villages in 9 maritime states and 2 union territories. The total marine fisheries
population was about 4 million comprising in 864,550 families. Nearly 61% of the
fishermen families were under BPL category. The average family size was 4.63 and
the overall sex ratio was 928 females per 1000 males. The Indian boat type ranges
from the traditional catamarans, masula boats, plank-built boats, dugout canoes,
machwas, dhonis to the present day motorized fibre-glass boats, mechanized
trawlers and gillnetters. In the marine fisheries sector, there were 194,490 crafts
in the fishery out of which 37% were mechanized, 37% were motorized and 26%
were non-motorized.
Fisheries sector in India is broadly categorized into capture and culture.
Capture fisheries is intended for catching fishes, prawns, lobsters, crabs, molluscs
etc. The exploited area up to a depth of 60 Mts, hardly covers five per cent of the
country's Exclusively Economic Zone (EEZ). The potential area is from the entire
Exclusively Economic Zone (EEZ) is placed at nearby 44.5 lakh tones; of which 60
M depth zone's share is 22 lakh tones. The 60 - 200 M depth can yield 17 lakh
tones and the oceanic waters beyond 200 M about 5 lake tones. The depth zone
60 - 200 M, practically unexploited is rich in perches, ribbon fishes, etc. Generally
in the sea, there is much greater stock of smaller fish than larger fish and the
small fish have tendency to live in water closer to the shore.
Marine Families below Poverty Line in India:
The human resource potential of the marine fisheries sector include 8,64,550
Families with a total fisheries population of 39,99,214. Out of the 8.64 lakh
fisheries families, 5.23 lakh are living below poverty line (BPL). The number of
traditional fishery families is 7, 89,679 (91.3 per cent of total fishermen families).
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Source: CMFRI, National Marine Fisheries Census, 2010 India,

3.

CONTRIBUTION TO FOOD SECURITY & EMPLOYMENT:

In particular, fish is considered as a good food for heart patients. In recent
times, Global demand for marine fish is increasing because many countries have
come to realize that red meat causes health problems. At the same time, fish
stocks in some areas have become unfit for human consumption due to
increasing pollution of rivers and estuaries. The demand for fish also has been
increasing as the health conscious people prefer to buy more fish than meat
because of the low cholesterol levels. The World Health Organization (WHO)
recommended the consumption of 40 to 50 kg of fish per annum per head. But at
present the per capita consumption per annum is around 4.1 kg.
Fisheries is considered one of the important sectors contributing to
economic growth, livelihood support and poverty alleviation in the country.
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Nine states and 4 union territories in the country have coastal boundaries
and millions of people (about a third of the population) live in coastal areas. There
is little evidence of an increased movement of people from inland to the coast,
except where urban centres are located in the coastal areas. Fishing has
traditionally been a caste-bound operation and carried the stigma of being a risky
and low-paying activity, discouraging entry of outsiders except into certain subsectors like mechanised fishing and aquaculture (mainly as asset owners). In fact,
since 1980s, in some coastal states like Andhra Pradesh and Orissa, there has
been a growing trend of inland migration by the coastal fishers in search of work
in fishing and other wage-paying employment on seasonal as well as long-term
(or permanent) basis (Salagrama, 2004c). Long distance migrations from the east
coast to the west coast have also become widely prevalent.
Poverty in fishing communities is determined by the ownership of
production tools (boat, nets etc.). Obviously, those who cannot afford to invest in
productive assets and hence work on others’ boats find themselves having little
say in fishing operations or sharing patterns.
When compare to exports of the marine products from 2008-09 to 2009-10,
there is 12.5 and 16.7 percent growth of quantity and value of exports has
noticed. Huge foreign exchange earnings have been received from the fishing
sector. However, the country has not fully exploited the marine resources and
there is a need to exploit the resource in a sustainable manner. To achieve this,
huge amounts are to be required for infrastructure facilities and for productive
assets such as crafts and gears. Due to poor conditions, the fishing households are
not able to invest the money on these aspects.

4.

COASTAL ANDHRA PRADESH:

The state has the second longest coastline of 974 km among all the states
of India, second only to Gujarat. It borders Telangana in the northwest,
Chhattisgarh in the North, Odisha in the northeast, Karnataka in the west, Tamil
Nadu in the south and the water body of Bay of Bengal in the east. A small
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enclave of 30 km2 of Yanam, a district of Pondicherry, lies in the Godavari delta to
the northeast of the state.
Coastal Andhra comprises the 9 districts namely, Srikakulam, Vizianagaram,
Visakhapatnam, East Godavari, West Godavari, Krishna, Guntur, Prakasam,
Nellore.

5.

MARINE FISHING IN ANDHRA PRADESH:

Coastal Andhra Pradesh is contributing 12.4% of India’s total marine
landings with Andhra marine production 414350 Tonnes(2012). About 1, 63,427
fishermen families depend on fishing along coastal of Andhra Pradesh. Out of
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total coastal fisheries families, nearly 45000 families are from most backward
district Srikakulam, accounted 27.5% of total Andhra coastal fisheries families.
“About 1.4 million people are directly or indirectly employed in the State in
this sector with it recording faster growth than crop and livestock sectors. The
Fisheries sector contributes 3.63 % to the GSDP 2013-14” (Socio-Economic survey
2013-2014 Andhra Pradesh).”
Marine
Length of coast line (Km)

974

Continental Shelf (sq. km)

33000

No. of Fishing villages

555

No. of Fishermen families

1,63,427

Fisher-folk population (2010)

6,05,428

Marine fish Production(2012-2013)

414350 Tonnes

GSDP contribution(20132014)(including inland fish)

3.63%

As per details shown in graph, there is no significant growth in Marine
sector compared to Inland production of Andhra Pradesh for the last ten years.It
is very difficult to estimate total production by marine sector as most of the fresh
fish is sold in nearby markets by small vendors. The fish is taken in baskets by
head loads, cycles and local buses to markets and sold directly to the consumer.
In general, there are no separate wholesale and retail fish markets in the coastal
areas. The fish is sold either to consumers directly or to other vendors, who in
turn retail the fish in the same or in other markets. In villages, with reasonable
road/rail communication links, bigger traders buy certain species of fish like seer
fish, shrimp and send them to wholesale markets. The bulk of the dried fish is saltcured and/or sun-dried by local fisherwomen.
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6.

STATUS OF FISHERIES IN ANDHRA PRADESH:

“Fisheries is one of the most promising sub-sector of the Agriculture sector.
This sub-sector occupies a predominant place in the socio-economic development
of the State as it contributes substantially to economic growth and income
generation to Lakhs of people. Sustainable development of Fisheries can only be
achieved through improvement of the quality, technical skills and management of
human resource in the Sector. It is a significant employment generator and a
source of nutritious food and foreign exchange earner for the State.”
Coastal Andhra Pradesh with 974 km long coastline is home to 555 marine
fishing villages with 1, 63,427 families inhabit in these areas with population of
6,05,428. There is a strong gender divide in fishing-related occupations with fish
harvesting, boat repairs and maintenance being done by men and women being
predominantly engaged in fish marketing and in curing operations. About 5
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percent of fisher-folk families have only women as the sole bread-winner from
fishing-allied occupations.
(a) EDUCATION STATUS: Two-thirds of fisher-folk in rural coastal villages
are illiterate, and most of the literate (67 percent) have only primary-schooling,
with 5 percent having had secondary school education, reflecting the fact that 83
percent of the 627 educational institutions situated in marine fishing villages are
primary level schools (CMFRI, 2007). Discussions in the field showed that a majority
of students drop out after class 10 as they cannot afford to pay fees (education is
free till class 10). The main reasons cited for not going to school at all are poor
financial status, social stigma against the girl child receiving education, and the
lack of parental awareness about the importance of education. Main reason for
boys not continuing education was to join the family in the fishing operation; for
the girls it was to help in household work. Further, there is a general air of
discouragement because parents see the educated youth in the fishing villages
seldom getting white collar jobs in the government. At the same time, educated
youth are often unwilling to go the sea for fishing, which is a physically
demanding and dangerous occupation.
(b) STATUS OF WATER FACILITIES: Most households use nearby sources
like hand pumps, tap stands or wells for domestic water supply. Only one percent
of households had piped water. Poor water quality was a major issue. Overall, the
general water and sanitation situation in these households is very poor and
hygiene practices require immediate attention from the government.
(c) LIFE EXPECTANCY: In fishing community, expected life time for males up
to 55 years and women a little longer. After age of 50, they can’t go for fishing as
it is too hard and unsafe for them.
(d) OCCUPATIONAL STATUS: In Andhra Pradesh, maximum percentage of
people involves fishing except a small proportion is involved in other trades such
as grocery shops, insurance agents, etc. Most of the women involves in
agriculture on basis of daily wages.
Although men and women share the labor in fishing, there is a clear
demarcation in their activities. Only the men go to sea for fishing and women do
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not play any role in fish catching; instead, women are involved in fish trading and
salting. After the catch comes in each day and the marketable fish is sold, women
collect and clean the small fish for salting, which is done overnight after which
they dry it the next day.
(e) SOURCES OF HOUSEHOLD INCOME: The main source of household
income in the villages surveyed is from fishing and fishing-related business. Their
annual household income was less than Rs. 25,000 per annum or Rs. 2,000 per
month. Tough time to traditional fisheries is three months from April- June in
every year. They struggle hard to cross high tides but they don’t get any fish catch
during this period.

(f) FISHING BOATS: As per report of all-India census of marine
fishermen2010, Andhra Pradesh and Orissa are far behind than any other coastal
state in owning motorized boats. Coastal Andhra have 34% of non-motorized
traditional boats out of total 52982 boats in coastal states. Out of 146159
motorised (including Mechanical) boats from coastal states in India, only 9.5%
boats(13904) are motorized in Andhra. The traditional craft consist of
kattumarams, masula boats, navas, dinghies and dhonies. Srikakulam and
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Visakhapatnam districts have the largest number of kattumarams. Dinghies are
found almost exclusively in Krishna district while dhonies are common in East
Godavari and Guntur.

Performance of Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and West Bengal
states in motorization of boats are far better than Andhra Pradesh. The map
showing comparison chart for performance of motorization boats for Andhra and
Tamil Nadu revealed the facts that number of motor boats from Andhra is
decreased instead of increasing during 2005-2010.
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Even though Srikakulam district has long coast about 193km and 45000
fishing families, Government could distribute only 83 motors in 5 years. Many
people from surveyed 25 villages have no idea about this scheme and they have
not received any motors from government. Active participation of officials from
fisheries department is required to create awareness among fisheries.
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(g) POVERTY IN ANDHRA: Despites the facts that fisheries sector
contributed to significantly to economic growth and livelihood support to millions
in our country, fisheries especially from Andhra Pradesh remain as poor and
struggling to sustain life.
In India, 60.57% of the fishermen families were under BPL category as per
CMFRI(2010) reports. Whereas, situation of fisheries is worst and all fishing
families in coastal Andhra Pradesh are under BPL except some employees and
mechanized boat owners. In Andhra Pradesh, 97.3% of marine families were
under BPL category as per CMFRI (2010) reports. Out of 1,63,427 marine fishing
families in coastal Andhra Pradesh, 1,59,101 families are under BPL.
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State

% of Marine families under
Below Poverty Line(BPL)

West Bengal

63.4%

Orissa

49.2%

Andhra Pradesh

97.3%

Tamil Nadu

66%

Gujarat

25.3%

Kerala

56.2%

Maharashtra

19.0%

Source: CMFRI, National Marine Fisheries Census, 2010

The above table clearly explains status of Andhra marine fisheries
compared to other states. While Gujarat and Maharashtra states have very less
percentage of marine families under BPL, percentage is extremely high in coastal
Andhra Pradesh accounted nearly 30 % of total BPL marine families in India.
“Illiteracy, lack of infrastructure, unemployment, low living standards and
poor implementation of welfare schemes are the important issues to be addressed
by the government to eradicate poverty in Andhra Pradesh” G Deva Raju, Teacher.
(h) REALITY OF LIFE: As per my experience and knowledge of 50 fishery
villages, maximum no. of fishers can’t afford to buy vegetables and fruits so they
always take fish as curry. During illness, most people prefer to consult RMP doctor
as consultation fee is very low. They go to hospital only in serious illness. I have
witnessed many people died due to lack of proper treatment. Even my mother
was also died in the same way as she was diagnosed with cancer in last stage by
the time she consulted MBBS doctor. Life of fishermen is very cheap compared to
any other in our society.
Maximum percentage of people habituated to drinking alcohol and
maximum earnings by fishing is used for this purpose. In fisheries community,
women are most responsible and they work day and night to maintain their family.
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They sell fish door to door, sometimes works as laborers in house constructions
and go to work in agriculture fields. It is extremely unfortunate that government
is failed to provide even basic necessities to these hard working women.
“Our people are illiterate and they don’t have any idea of schemes introduced
by government. I am leader from fisheries community still I am not aware of many
welfare schemes introduced by central government. There are many issues
illiteracy, unemployment, welfare, loans, cold storage and proper infrastructure to
be addressed by government with immediate attention” Bade Surya Narayana,
Leader from fisherman community.
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(7) TRADITIONAL FISHING METHODS AND LIVELIHOOD:
The fishermen using traditional boats (teppa) and motorized boats make
one day trip for fishing. They do not generally use ice/salt on board to preserve
their catch and often dumped it without cleaning. The catch is landed mostly on
open beaches. Local traders buy the catch and pack them in large round bamboo
baskets. Dry sand is used for preservation of fish during transport. Transport to
nearby markets is by head load or local buses. The fish may or may not be packed
in ice depending on the destination/mode of sale. The quantity of marine fish
marketed fresh is less than the quantity dried and salt-cured, owing to insufficient
landing and transport facilities. Salt-curing and sun-drying of fish is done at almost
every fishing village and landing centre. The techniques used are traditional and
primitive and not conducive to a good quality product. The government operates
a few fish-curing yards but these are usually located only at selected salt
distribution centers. Reyyalu(Shrimp) and konam (seerfish) being in great demand,
are sold out as soon as it is landed and finds its way quickly to processing factories
where it is frozen and packed. Motorised boats and traditional boats (teppa) with
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line and hook methods get mostly konam fish which is costlier and gets good
income from this type of fish.
Smaller fish which is low price is sold at nearby villages by women head
loaders and consumed fresh and the bulk of the balance fish is dried on sand or
salted. Considerable portion of the dried fish on sand is sometimes wasted due to
the inefficiency of the existing handling, distribution and marketing systems. The
portion of the catch of small fish that is frozen for export is negligible. Sometimes
especially in rainy season, when fish is not dried properly, sell for poultry at very
less prices. Income from small and low price fish catch is not enough to maintain
their families. They get good income from konam fish but catch of this type is
available only 3 to 4 months starting from October to January in every year.
Earnings of 3 to 4 months duration used to maintain family for an entire year. My
experience in fishing says that this is happy period for fisheries because of low
tides and there is no need to struggle to cross tides during in this period.

TRADITIONAL FISHING
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Fish in demand Seerfish(konama),
andgood income Reyyalu(Shrimp),Chanduva(pomfret),
Para
Fish dried on Nethalu
sand
Kavvallu

Fish salted

Bonthi Kavvallu(other type)
Chavallu,jella,kanagartalu,,porava,Morava,
kara

Good value and
good for food
Low value, if not
dried properly,
used for poultry.
Used for poultry

Tragedy of innocent fishermen is that most of the times they are being
cheated by middle men who offer less price or sometimes they don’t pay money
by saying that purchaser didn’t pay money. There is large gap between the price
paid by the customer and price paid to the fishermen.
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WORKING HOURS: With traditional boats (teppa), fishermen go for fishing for one
day only either during day or night time.
(a)Day Time Fishing: They enter into sea early morning 3:30 AM or 4:00 AM.

3:00-3:30

3:30-4:00

4:00-6:00

Wake up, break fast

Take leftover ricelast night
& pickle as breakfast and
lunch in sea.
Tie net and lunch box to boat Pray
gangamma
talli
tightly and checking of (goddess of sea).
everything before entering into
sea.
Women fetch drinking water
from well.
fishing with net for small fish
If they get good quantity,
they
come
to
shore
otherwise they go for line
and hook fishing.

6:00AM-5:00
Go for line and hook after
PM ( no fixed catching small fish.
time, sometimes
till 8:00 PM)
5:00-8:00 PM
Come to shore with caught fish.
After selling fish to middlemen,
busy with net mending.
8:00-9:00PM
9:00-3:00

Women go to market to sell
dry fish during this time.

Unsold small fish salted by
women.

Dinner
Go to bed

Night time fishing: fishermen less frequently go for fishing during night time.
4:00PM

Tie net and dinner box to boat tightly and checking
of everything before entering into sea.

STEPS TO SUSTAIN FISHERIES LIVELIHOOD

42

4:00-12:00 PM
12:00-1:00AM

fishing
Come to shore and catch fish would be handled by
women for salting.

1:00-7:00AM

Men go to bed and women busy withprocessing and
salting of fish
Net mending by men

7:00-12:00 AM

(a) SOCIAL STATUS:
The fisherfolk are almost at the bottom of the social ladder. They belong to
the three fishermen castes—Vadabalaji, Jalari and Aqnikulakshatriya. These are
“backward classes”, and fishing is considered to be a low-status occupation.
The daily diet of the fisheries consists of rice, millet and fish. People usually
suffer from severe vitamin deficiencies. Malnutrition is common among children.
This, in addition to low hygienic standards in the villages and lack of proper water
supply, is the main reason for the frequent occurrence of diseases. Medical
services in the villages are either lacking or of very poor quality.
The literacy level among the fisheries is low. Facilities for primary education
exist; however, enrolment is low. Invariably the children do not go to school as
families make the children earn from an early age.
Feeder roads, transport facilities to nearby market towns, drinking water
supply, health services, etc., are some of the immediate needs of fishing
communities.
(8) MIGRATION:
Migration to Gujarat & Maharashtra:
Hundreds of fishermen are leaving Srikakulam district every month in search of
work in States like Maharashtra and Gujarat. Many fishermen, particularly
youngsters, are keen to migrate to the West Coast region as several marine
products companies pay up to Rs.30,000 per month as salary. With a long
STEPS TO SUSTAIN FISHERIES LIVELIHOOD

43

coastline Gujarat offers unlimited opportunities with a thriving shipping and
logistics industries. Fishing activities is too big business with large investments
pouring in. The seafood industry, especially fishing, has emerged a major revenue
earner not only for private players but also to the State exchequer.
According to a State government report, total fish production in Gujarat has been
estimated at 7.66 lakh tonnes per year worth Rs. 3,063.23 crore. Marine fish
production constitutes about 89.16 p.c. of total fish production of the State. It has
become a boon for fishermen from districts like Srikakulam. Several fishermen of
Ranasthalam, Etcherla, Gara, Polaki and Srikakulam mandals have settled down in
Gujarat while encouraging others to join them. “We could clear all our debts as
my son is sending Rs.10,000 every month from Gujarat. He could not have earned
even Rs.5,000 here. That is why I am encouraging other family members to either
go to Maharashtra or Gujarat to earn more,” said A. Ramana, a fisherman of
Ransthalam. With the large-scale migration, officials of the Fisheries Department
could not take details from fishermen for issuing biometric cards. They are urging
them provide all the details whenever they come to their native place so that it
would be easy to issue the cards which are necessary even to take upfishing
activity in the Arabian Sea. Many marine companies in Gujarat are recruiting
fishermen from Srikakulam district as they are good at voyage. Morethan 10,000
fishermen from this region have already been engaged by several companies in
the West Coast,” said Lal Mohammed, Assistant Director of Fisheries DepartmentSrikakulam. (Hindu, 03/01/2011).
Migration to Andaman:
The Andaman and Nicobar Islands is one of the union territories of India lies in the
Bay of Bengal. It consists of about 572 islands both small and large. Of the 572
islands, in only 38 islands we find the inhabitants. More than 50 percent of the
population in these islands is made up of settlers from the mainland India
including fisherman community. The Central Government encouraged the fishers
from Srikakulam district to settle down in the Andaman Islands in the 1970s in an
effort to improve the fisheries of the islands and provided the migrants with
incentives like free accommodation and assets for fishing.
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Mostly fishers from Sompeta, Kaviti and Mandasa mandals took advantage of the
programme, and took their families along with them. They were provided with
the traditional Burmese-type boats called Durga, fishing gears and even some
working capital assistance to begin fishing operations. Of all the migratory routes
that the fishers of Srikakulam have undertaken over the decades, the migration to
Andaman is considered to be the best not only because it allowed the fishers to
shift into an occupation that they understood well, but also made them the
owners of their fleet, besides providing them with free accommodation and other
perks (including concessions for travel). As per censes 2001, the population of
these islands is 3.56 lakhs of which 17496 people belongs to fishing community.
From the above, it is clear that the government has shown interest of developing
fishing enterprises but still majority of the fishing community population are living
below poverty line in Andaman & Nicobar Islands.
“With less income by traditional non-motorized fishing, I found it is very difficult
to run my family so I came to Andaman for fishing and here my wife is also selling
fish daily. We will stay here till our son settled in good job after completion of his
studies. We took strong decision to educate my son why because he should not
struggle for life as we do now.”
Veera Raghavulu, Fisherman migrated to Andaman from
Yekuvuru, Srikakulam.
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CASE STUDY
Srikakulam district having coastal line of 160 kms with 140 villages are
inhabited by fishermen community with a population of 129614. This case study
for 40 coastal fisheries villages has been done by students belong to the same
community and as this is prepared by students who have utmost knowledge
about fisheries, it is exceptionally close to reality and might be useful for officials
and policy makers to realize what they need from government for the
development of fishing community. CMFRI(2010) reports revealed that 61% of
the fishermen families in India were under BPL category but our study in coastal
villages of Andhra Pradesh revealed that almost 99% of all families except
employees and owners of mechanized boats are extremely poor and struggling
for basic needs. It clearly reveals the fact that poverty in costal fisheries of Andhra
Pradesh is extremely higher than any other state.
(i)
Sanitary conditions are poor in fishermen community and personal
hygiene is lacking.
(ii)
As literacy levels are poor, lack of education & awareness regarding
nutrition, immunization, personal hygiene, Menstrual hygiene, early marriages
and superstitious beliefs are making the fisherwomen more prone for health
problems like Menstrual irregularities and leucorrhea.
(iii) More awareness programmes to be conducted in fishermen and
tribal villages on various health issues.(NATIONAL RURAL HEALTH MISSION 201213).
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LIST OF SELECTED COASTAL VILLAGES IN SRIKAKULAM & EAST GODAVARI
DISTRICTS FOR CASE STUDY
S.NO

Name of Village
Ichapuram mandal

1.

DONKURU
Kaviti Mandal(Srikakulam)

Loss due to Phailin Cyclone is 4 Cr
for Donkuru and Kapaskuddi
villages. People have not received
any
financial
help
from
government despite assurance of
then CM Kiran Kumar Reddy
during his visit to this village.

2.

KAPASAKUDDI

3.

KOTTAPALEM

4.

9.

CHINNA KARRI VANI PALEM Iddi Vani Palem: This village is very
close to sea and more vulnerable
BATTIVANI PALEM
to
cyclones
and
floods.
PEDDA KARRI VANI PALEM Government sanctioned 18 acres
land in safer place and assured
IDDI VANI PALEM
them financial help to construct
PUKKALLA PALEM
their houses.
Iddivani Palem is suitable place for
KALINGAPATNAM

10.

ONTURU

mini or major fishing jetty.

Sompeta

Average Population per village-

5.
6.
7.
8.

Mandal(Srikakulam)
11.

ISAKALAPALEM

12.

RAMAYYAPATNAM

13.

GOLLAGANDI

14.

KOTTURU

15.

VADAPALEM

16.

YEKUVURU

17.

NADUMURU

1200
Below Poverty Line (BPL) :
All families except few
employees.
Source of Income:
Fishing & Fish Selling
Migration : 40 % to Andaman
Baruva(Kotturu) and yekuvuru are
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18.

BATTIGALLURU

suitable places for mini or major

19.

DONKALURU

fishing jetty.

20.

UPPALAM

Literacy: very low

21.

YERRAMUKKAM

Average life expectancy: 55 years

22.

TOTAVURU
Mandasa
Mandal(Srikakulam)

Type of Boats: Non Motorised

23.

GEDDURU

boats (teppa) and few motorized

24.

CHIGALAPUTTIGA

boats.

25.

BETALAPURAM

26.

GANGUVADA
Vajrapu kotturu Mandal
(Srikakulam)

27.

Manchineellapeta

Manchineella Peta is suitable place

28.

Hukumpeta

for mini or major fishing jetty.

29.

Guppedapeta

30.

Bhavanapadu

31.

Altada

32.

Kottapeta

33.

Kambala rayudu peta

34.

Gunu palli

35.

Sunna palli

36.

Nuvvala revu

Migration:

Youngsters

are

migrating to Dubai, Saudi Arabia
and Muscat countries for labor
work.

Tallarevu Mandal(EG
district)
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37.

Neellapalli

Status: High illiteracy and poverty.

38.

Bairavapalem

No

39.

Chinagadi muga

villages

40.

Pedagadi muga

fisheries

development
compared

in
to

villages

fisheries
nearby
in

Yanam(Pondicherry) because of
poor

governance

in

Andhra

Pradesh.

“I got surprised after seeing life style of fisheries from neellapalli,
bairavapalem and some nearby villages in Tallarevu mandal. They are extremely
poor and living in kucha houses without having basic amenities. At the same
time, fisheries from nearby villages in Yanam(Pondicherry) have good facilities
and much more developed than fishing villages in Andhra”. K.Venkanna, Subedar
Major (Army)
Donkuru, Ichapuram Mandal:
People from Donkuru were enquired about their problems as a part of our
survey in fishing villages and they revealed the tragic story of Phailin cyclone
incident and visit of then Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N Kiran Kumar Reddy
and his assurance about help to them.
At Donkuru village, then CM Kiran Kumar Reddy met fishermen and heard their
problems. He assured them that the government would extend them all possible
help.
He announced Rs. 40 crore to solve various problems faced by fishermen. The
chief minister also announced Rs. 5 crore for the development of the village.
Baipalli Mohanrao from Donkuru village said that their life is miserable after
Phailin cyclone and then CM Kiran Kumar reddy assured help but they haven’t
received any financial help from government so far even though all of their boats
got destroyed with estimated cost of 2.5 crores.
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Kapaskuddi, Kaviti Mandal:
When people from Kapaskuddi were enquired about their problems, they also
revealed the same tragic story of Phailin cyclone and then Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N Kiran Kumar Reddy’s assurance about help to them. But they also
haven’t received any financial support from government. Boats damaged with
estimated cost of 1.5 crores.
Mailapalli Somasekhar, President of village said “It is very unfortunate to be born
as a fisherman in this village. Our life became very difficult after Phailin cyclone.
Our village population is nearly 15000 but we don’t have even bus facility. We
have to go 4 km to catch the bus. There are 400 students in primary school but no
teachers. Our village arranged 5 private teachers by giving salaries”.
I have observed that they are not well educated and they don’t know how to
approach government to address their problems.
When I entered this village, group of people were waiting for me eagerly as if I
was visiting there to solve their problems. I told them that I am not the
concerned person to solve their problems but I assured them that I would inform
government about their pitiable condition. With sad face, President of this village
insisted me to note down date of visit of then CM Kiran Kumar Reddy as 20 Oct
2013.
Iddivani Palem,Kaviti Mandal
This village is very close to sea and more vulnerable to cyclones and floods and it
would be the most affected whenever cyclone hits this region. Government
sanctioned 18 acres land at safer place and assured them financial help to
construct their houses. There are nearly 700 houses in this village and they could
not construct houses because of poor financial status. They are waiting for help
from government.
Gantupalli Hanumantarao from this village said that government needs to give
special package for their village and they are requesting government to adopt
their village for development.
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Kaviti mandal:
Madha Somayya, Founder of Matsyakar Ikyavedika who does significant service
to develop fishing villages in Kaviti mandal said that there are trees in vast area
of 700-800 acres along coast in Kaviti mandal which produce income nearly 7-8
crore rupees for 5 years but they haven’t got any share out of this income for
development of villages and we have no idea where this money is being spent.
(a)
Poverty:
It is observed that more than 99% population is in these 40
villages are in Below Poverty Line (BPL) and solely depends upon fishing by men
and fish selling by women. During fish lean period and fish ban period, most of the
women work in agriculture fields and other works on daily wages.
(b)
Education: Out of 40 surveyed villages, only 4 villages have good
awareness on importance of education. Remaining all village people are in
impression that securing job is difficult task after completion of studies so most of
the parents do not let their children go to college after completion of 10th class.
(c) Most of the parents who want to provide good education to their children,
they are facing very difficult after 10th class as college fee is very high in
residential junior colleges in cities and towns.
(d) Migration: More than 40% population of every village is residing in various
islands in Andaman & Nicobar. While men go for fishing, women earn some
income by selling fish in markets. Both husband and wife have to work to
maintain their family. Even though, they have been working in Andaman for the
last 40 years, they are still in below poverty line.
(e) Some parents have migrated to Andaman with only purpose of educating
their children.
(f) They come to their home town only to celebrate goddess (kula devata) of their
lineage or to visit on pilgrimage tour. They believe that their life would be happy
by the grace of goddess. They spend maximum for goddess celebrations.
(g) People from coastal villages maintain their dignity and self-respect even in
difficulty times. They solve all their social problems and conflicts in village
meetings in peaceful manner.
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(h) They are under impression that government did nothing for their welfare. But
they are highly satisfied with the Support during Hudhud cyclone period by
government. MLAs, Local Leaders and officials were actively participated to help
people during cyclone period.
Case study of Yekuvuru village: Despites their poor financial position, people
from this village are struggling to provide better education to their children. Out
of all 40 surveyed villages, this village stands first in education. But, they need
help from government to improve their socio-economic condition.
(a)Profile of Yekuvuru Village:
Population (excluding migrated)
families
Below age 15 years

1475
352
140 boys,149 girls
0% dropout from schools

Migrated population
% of migration
BPL families

1000
40%
All except employees

(b) Educational profile of Yekuvuru village:
Job

No.

Education

Central Govt
/Army/Paramilitary

13

B.Tech, Degree,
BIE(Army &Para
Military)

Software Engineers

08

M.Tech, B.Tech, MCA

Private Jobs

16

Lecturers/Teachers

04

M.Sc, B.Sc, Other
Degrees
Degree

Total No. of Employees

41

No. students studying in
Professional course/degree

M.Tech-02
B.Tech-29
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Total No. Graduates
Total No. of Employees and
Graduates

M.Sc-03,MBA-01
B.Pharm-01
Degree-17
PET-04,ITI-09
DIET-04.
70
111

“My son got 74th state rank& 1st rank in BC category in EAMCET exam but I
struggled a lot to educate him. Now, I am extremely happy to see him as an
engineer” Bade Duryodhana, Yekuvuru
“Both of my daughters are very intelligent and good at studies. Elder
daughter is studying B.Tech with excellent performance. But I couldn’t educate my
second daughter because of financial problems” Karri Nukaraju, Village President.
IMPORTANT OBSERVATIONS:
(i) Most of the people from surveyed 26 villages seek help from government for
the following issues:
(a)

Subsidy for HSD diesel

(b)

Pension for fishermen above 50 years age

(c)

Subsidy and loan to purchase motorized boats and nets

(d)

Cold storage and Ice plants

(e)

Fishing jetties to be constructed at suitable places.

(f)

Ice boxes

(g)

Drinking water supply

(h)

Financial help to students

(i)

Community halls.

(j)

Medical support
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(ii) Most of the parents could not educate their children after 10th class because
of their financial problems.
(iii) People are living in fear of possibility of establishment of various sand mining
projects along coast in future as has already been established in nearby villages.

RECOMMENDATIONS
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01. INCLUSION OF FISHERMEN CASTE OF ANDHRA PRADESH IN SCHEDULED
TRIBES (ST):
Fishermen belong to the socially and economically weaker section of the
population. The fishing villages are to a large extent geographically isolated:
adequate infrastructure facilities, proper road communication and sufficient fresh
water supplies are lacking. The living standards of fisheries community is
extremely poor compared to other caste. Even though fisheries are far away from
basic living standards and suppressed for the decades, it very unfortunate to
recognize them only as backward class rather than as scheduled tribes. Fishing
communities are categorized differently in different states, for the most part as
backward class but in some areas/states as schedule castes or scheduled tribes.
“Shri K.Yerrannaidu, MP from Srikakulam made debate in Loksabha to
include fishermen caste of Andhra Pradesh in Scheduled Tribes on 20 December,
1999. He said that “there are about 60 lakh traditional fishermen in Andhra
Pradesh with different caste names such as Goondla, Gangaputra and Bestha in
Telangana region, Agnikula Kashatriya, Vada Balija, Kandra, Jabri Neyallu,
Vasiyakula Kshatriya and Pattapu and Palli in coastal region. They have demanded
that the fishermen community be included in the ST list.
A delegation of fishermen of Andhra Pradesh met the hon. Prime Minister in
March, 1999 and urged him for introducing a Bill regarding inclusion of fishermen
community in the ST list. But, there is hardly any progress made in this regard.
The fishermen of Andhra Pradesh are a poor lot who are oppressed by the
vagaries of nature. They have to fight for their livelihood throughout the year.
They need assistance from the Union Government for procuring modern
mechanised trolley boat and gadgets for better catch and safety of their lives from
the hazards of sea storm etc. The Andhra Pradesh Government from their side
have done their best to help them by constructing 25,000 houses for traditional
fishermen and identifying them to provide tools under Adarna Schemes. But, if
their demand for inclusion in ST list is fulfilled, they will be benefitted a lot for
getting assistance under component plan of SCs/STs and other schemes like DRI
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Scheme etc. Hence, I request the Union Government to initiate early action to
include fishermen community of Andhra Pradesh in the Scheduled Tribes list at an
early date.”
After considering all the pathetic, heart breaking suppressed and depressed
conditions of fishermen community living throughout our country, the Backward
Classes Commission under the Chairmanship of Shri.B.P. Mandal has rightly
observed the stigma of untouchability against fishermen in some parts of the
Country.
In the Backward Classes Commission report (Mandal report) in Volume 1
Main Report and Recommendations
Chapter XIII, at page No. 65,under the sub heading ”Miscellaneous – Para 13.37
(1) Certain sections of some occupational communities like Fishermen,
Banjaras,Bansforas, Khatwes etc. still suffer from the stigma of untouchability in
some parts of the country. They have been listed as O.B.Cs by the commission,
but their inclusion in the list of Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes may be
considered by the Government.
(2) Backward Classes development corporations should be set up both at
the central and state levels, to implement various socio – educational and
economic measures for their advancement
(3) A separate Ministry /Department for O.B.Cs at the Center and the States
should be created to safe guard their interests
(4) With a view to giving better representations to certain very backward
sections of O.B.Cs like the Gaddis in Himachel Pradesh, Neo –Buddhists in
Maharashtra, Fishermen in the coastal areas, Gujjars in J&K.,it is recommended
that areas of their concentrations may be carved out into separate
constituencies at the time of delimitations.”
To give effect to the above recommendations the Legislative Assemblies
including of Kerala and Puducherry unanimously passed resolutions to include
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the Fishermen community in the Scheduled Tribes list, sent to the Union
Government for further proceedings.
The coastal area has been classified into north, central and southern zones based
on the geographical, physical and environmental features. Each of the zones is
also represented by one major fishing caste. The major fishing castes of Andhra
Pradesh include the Vadabalija, Jalari’s, Pattappu, Palles.
The northern zone is characterised by open surf-beaten coasts, extending from
Donkuru on the Orissa border to Uppada, is dominated by fishers of the
Vadabalija (Vādabalija)caste, interspersed with a smaller caste group called Jalari
(Jālari); The Vada balijas are present all over the zone and also have a strong
presence in Orissa. It is a hard core marine fishing community like the Pattappu
and unlike the Palles who have one foot in the riverine and brackish water sector.
Negligible numbers of other castes are also engaged in marine fishing in the north.
A significant minority in the north zone is the Jalari community which is also
backward on most socio-economic indicators.
The shallow central zone is influenced by the large inflows of waters from the
Rivers Godavari and Krishna, extending from Uppada to Nizampatnam. The delta
zone is theexclusive preserve of the Palle fishermen who prefer to be called
agnikula kshatriya. The exception to the Palle occupation of the coast comes in
the small transition zone in the northern end from Kakinada Town to Uppada
where the Vada balijas reign supreme. The agnikula kshatriya fishermen are
involved in both riverine and sea fishing with the sea going proportion varying
from village to village based on many factors like distance from the sea,
availability of agricultural incomes and skill. A good number are involved in both
marine and riverine fishing, shifting from one to the other seasonally.
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The southern zone, extending from Nizāmpatnam to Tamil Nadu border,
comprises of the districts of Nellore, Prakasam and part of Guntur district. It is
characterised by open surf-beaten coasts, and by fishers of Pattapu caste group,
who are closely related to Pattinavar fishers from the neighboring state of Tamil
Nādu. While the Pattappu fishermen have the exclusive use of the coast in most
of Nellore, from the Kavali mandal of Nellore and throughout Prakasam district,
they co-exist with the Palle fishermen who have adopted many features of the
Pattappu

community

including

their

fishing

technology.

(http://indianfisheries.icsf.net).

VILLAGE METTING
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“Fisheries could not get much of the benefits of the development taken
place in our country and government has to consider recommendation of including
our fisheries community in ST category for sustainable livelihood” Madha
Somayya, Founder of Matsyakara Ikyavedika
Fishing is the main occupation of many coastal people, it is the only source
of income for most of them. But every day they cannot go to the sea for fishing,
during rainy season it is very risky to get into the sea, since fishermen do not have
any other way to earn money,they have to go into the sea as often as possible
and they don't get proper support from the government. they have been several
instances where fishermen have dared to get into sea in dangerous circumstances
and landed up losing their lives ,most of them were found to not even have any
insurance policy leaving their family members without any source of income.
Fishing is most continued as an inherited profession , people get the
experience of fishing in their childhood itself, so they do not generally think about
going for higher education and going for a dignified job. In childhood and in young
age, their profession would help them to get good pocket money. But when they
have the responsibility of managing their family ,the income from fishing doesn't
help them much ,at that time they realize about the difficulty in their
profession ,but by then, it is too late for them of shifting on to other profession,
so the government should bring the measure to solve the problems of fishermen
they have to be given some job to lead their life during the dangerous times, it
would help them to not go into the sea, during times when the tides are high and
can be dangerous for their lives, government should also give them insurance
coverage, the more 100% risk is fishing and they will protect the life of the
dependents upon the death of fishermen so that his family is not left stranded,
absolute poverty is the principle cause of misery today among fishermen. A
condition of a fishermen life so characterized by low life expectancy, meager
existence living in secluded and far-flung coastal areas, caste occupation and
poverty ridden trap and living in constant lack of hope as to beneath any
reasonable definition of human decency and dignity, fishermen still suffer all
degradation and humiliation,they are the living monuments of social
backwardness and utter poverty......,I pray to peruse and understand the plight of
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fishermen who richly deserve to be included in scheduled tribes list in view of
their social ,educational economic and utter backwardness, Inclusion of fishermen
in scheduled tribes answers their exclusion. The inclusion will be reformist and
corrective and even redemptive, once again i pray to the authorities to see and
consider into the matter, fishermen have no time to go into politics and the social
drama on the constitutional rights, they spent most of the time with water ,poor
are our fishermen..poor are our fishermen....brotherhood wake up..(M Gopi)
2. ENHANCEMENT OF BUDGET FOR FISHERIES SECTOR:
The budgetary allocation for the fisheries sector is very low compared to
other states like Tamil Nadu. Tamil Nadu government has increased budget
manifold (511 Cr for the year 2014-2015) for the fisheries sector to support
fisheries who are struggling for sustainable livelihood and to expand their
activities. In addition to that, moral support given by Tamil Nadu government to
fisheries is highly appreciable. Fisheries sector, especially coastal fisheries had
completely been ignored by the Andhra Pradesh government for the last 10 years.
Chart indicating budget allocation for fisheries by both states Tamil Nadu and
Andhra Pradesh clearly conveys this fact.
Outlay and Expenditure on fisheries under state sector schemes, seventh to
eleventh plan, of Andhra Pradesh is very little when compared to any other
coastal state as per information provided by Department of Animal Husbandry,
Dairying and Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture, Govt. of India (annexure are
attached in last pages). Even, all funds availed from National Fisheries
Development Board (NFDB) and National Mission of Protein Supplement (NMPS)
was merely used for aquaculture development. NFDB, Hyderabad had taken little
interest in development of coastal fisheries of Andhra Pradesh so far.
It is recommended that Andhra Pradesh government allocate yearly budget
more than 1000 Cr rupees for fisheries sector for sustainable livelihood of lakhs of
fisheries. While allocating budget to marine fisheries, inland fisheries and
aquaculture, Poverty and Backwardness of coastal fisheries living in 555 villages
with 163427 families and inland fisheries should be taken into consideration
when compared to genuine fish farmers whose strength is in few thousands.
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“We couldn’t understand why we have been ignored by the government for last 10
years without giving any funds to especially coastal fisheries and we have not
done anything wrong” Bade Tamma Rao, Matsyakara ikyavedika

Funds availed by the Govt. of Andhra Pradesh from Centre and NFDB for
fisheries (source:DAHD): Table given below clearly indicates that Andhra Pradesh
could not spare enough time to get share from central government to implement
various schemes. Budget availed from National Fisheries Development Board
(NFDB) solely utilized for aquaculture.
Name of schemes
2007-8
& amount in lakhs
Development
of 10
MarineFisheries,
Infrastructure & Post
Harvest Operations.

2008-9
95

200910
191

2010-11

2011-12

2012-13

100

0

50
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National Scheme of 104.35
Welfare of
Fishermen.
National
Fisheries 17.52
Development
Board (NFDB)
National Mission for Protein
Supplements (NMPS)

140.34

57.12

200.00

0.00

88.24

1653.22

928.91

1289.42

1228.18

1055.25

-

-

-

334.00

-

250.00

-

3. DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES: Total strength of fisheries department is 1597 as
per information given in the fisheries website. Maximum percentage of the
coastal fishermen is illiterate and they know nothing about welfare fisheries
schemes introduced by central government and state government as per survey
conducted in 40 coastal villages.
It is recommended to fisheries department to provide one welfare
officer/staff for every 5 coastal villages to create proper channel between marine
fisheries and government. Following responsibilities should be held by the
fisheries welfare officer/staff:
(a)
schemes.

To create awareness among marine fisheries about ongoing welfare

(b)

To explain the procedure to avail welfare schemes.

(c)

To help fisheries for tracking of applications applied for grants.

(d)
To acquire proper feedback from fisheries and forward it to higher
authorities for their improvement.
(e)
This welfare officer needs to be residing in one of any five coastal
villages for healthier communication and for better understanding of fisheries
problems.
There are total 555 villages in 09 districts in coastal Andhra Pradesh so
requirement for welfare staff/officer as per mentioned above is 111. In my
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opinion, they can spare this much manpower out of existing strength 1597 to
take care of nearly 8 lakh coastal population.

“After identification of key vulnerable areas of development, Fisheries Department
is to formulate perspective plan for next 5 years with clear vision on improvement
of fishing community” Surada Chandra Mohan, ZPTC & leader from fishing
community.
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4. GROUP LOANS TO FISHERMEN AT 4% RATE OF INTEREST PER ANNUMFOR
MOTORISED BOATS AND NETS FOR MARINE FISHERIES:
“Ten people joined as a group by contributing each 1 lakh rupees to purchase both
motorized boat and net costs 10 lakh. Some people could not join with them
because of their financial problems” Magupalli Paparao, Ex-MPTC
Though the fisheries is considered as a part and parcel of Agriculture Ministry, the
Fishermen are not getting any sort of facility or concession like farmers, such as
loan and grants through Cooperative banks nationalized banks, scheduled banks,
government financial institutions like NABARD (National Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development) in order to use the money for repairing the fishing Boats,
Nets and buying other equipment for fishing.
Agriculturists are given cultivation loans, crop loans and Jewel Loans through
banks and other government financial institutions at cheaper (4 % pa) rate of
interest .It is recommended that fishermen must be given Loan to develop their
occupation at the rate of 4 % pa interest.
All loans availed by fishermen from banks, cooperative societies and other
government financial institutions to develop their occupation, such as to purchase
boat, net, engine and other auxiliary equipment should be written off in the event
of damages and loss occurred to them due to natural disasters like cyclones,
hurricanes, heavy rains, strong winds, sea erosions, sudden flood in rivers and
occasionally Tsunami waves.
Each and every year the fishermen met and felt great distress and anguish
throughout 8118 Km of Indian Coast by these natural calamities lost their houses,
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boats , catamarans, fishing boat engines, nets, other instruments and equipment
which ultimately resulted in losing their livelihood struggling for daily bread.
But while loan waiving decision is taken by the Union Government it never
considered the pathetic condition of the vulnerable fishing community.
At the same time it is an open secret when the waiving of loans is provided to the
Agriculturist the Poultries and Dairies which are run by Corporates, Jamindars and
big landlords had got their share of waving up to the tune of even more than Rs.
50 Lakhs per individual.
To acquire technological inputs (out board engines) or to upgrade existing
Engines, credit is required. Uncertainty of earnings from fishing, poor economic
conditions, indebtedness etc is preventing poor fishermen from adoption of these
cost effective technologies. The capital investment on boat fitted with Out board
engine is very high and it is beyond the reach of common fishermen to procure it
without getting financial help from institutional agencies or private money
lenders. In this background, there is a need to extend credit to these fishermen,
who have inborn skills in fishing and unable to investment on fishing equipment
like crafts and nets.
Boat type

cost

Small
Boat(teppa)+
Motor+Fishing Net

5 lakhs

Number
fishermen
boat
5

Medium Boat+Motor+
Fishing Net

10 lakhs

10

STEPS TO SUSTAIN FISHERIES LIVELIHOOD

Contribution
per of
each
person
1 lakh
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It is recommended government to provide 90% subsidy and 10 % loan to group of
5 or 10 fishermen to purchase boat and nets so that group of 5 or 10 persons
together can purchase boat and net.

MOTORISED BOAT

5. Motorization of Traditional Boats
Motorization of traditional craft can be defined that “A motor fitted to the
traditional fishing craft to reduce the manual effort to reach the fishing ground
and coming back to the landing centre. Motorization of country craft scheme is
one of the centrally sponsored schemes and it was introduced during 7th Plan
with the objective of (i) technological up gradation of traditional fishing sector, (ii)
to help the fishermen to reduce their physical strain and (iii) to extend the range
of their fishing operation primarily to increase the quantum of fish catch, income
and thereby to uplift their socio-economic status. About 50,000 traditional craft
have been motorized since inception of the scheme. The scheme has continued
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during the 11th Five Year Plan with modification that the subsidy benefit will be
extended both for Out Board Motor (OBM) and In-Board Motor (IBM) of 8-10 HP.
Under this component, 50 % of the unit cost is provided as subsidy subject to a
maximum of 30,000/- per OBM/IBM, which is shared equally between the Centre
and State Governments. As per the 2005 National marine Fisheries Census (2005),
out of total of 107448 traditional crafts in the country, 76748 have been
motorized so far. As against a target of 5000 crafts to be motorized during the
Eleventh Plan, until the end of the fourth year of the plan, 4908 crafts were
motorized. The motorization has not been evenly distributed in the coastal states.
While some states like Tamil Nadu and Kerala have used the assistance under the
scheme to the full extent ,other states like Odisha, West Bengal and Andhra
Pradesh have lagged behind.(Planning Commission:2012).
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The largest number of mechanized boats is in Gujarat and Maharashtra,
while Tamil Nadu tops the list of motorized boats with over 22000 boats. The
largest number of non-motorized is in Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu (over
24000 each). According to the provisional figures provided by Department of
Animal Husbandry, Dairying & Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture for National
Marine Fisheries Census 2010, the number of fishing craft has come down to a
total of 175381 fishing crafts comprising of 44206 mechanized vessels and 82642
motorized vessels and the remaining 48533 non-motorized vessels. As reported in
2005, in 2010 also traditional crafts and motorized crafts are concentrated more
in east coast (69% and 56%) whereas the mechanized crafts are more along the
west coast (58%) (CSO Report: 2011:p.17)1.
Variations in fishing crafts from 2005 to 2010 in Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu
There is a wide difference seen in the various crafts between the Marine Craft
Census 2005 and 2010. In Tamil Nadu, more number of mechanized and
motorized crafts have been increased and in Andhra Pradesh only mechanized
crafts have increased. A decreased trend observed in Non-motorized crafts both
in Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh.

STEPS TO SUSTAIN FISHERIES LIVELIHOOD

68

MOTORIZED BOATS IN ANDHRA PRADESH:
“We have applied for motors but we have not received anything from department”
Chekati Harinarayana, fisherman
There is a lot of difference observed in the distribution of units among the
districts and the reasons are: (i) Local requirements of the boats; (ii) Active part of
the assistant director of fisheries; (iii) Active participation and involvement of
local leaders; (iv) Active role of the bank managers etc. In 2006-07 and 2009-10
years,no motors were not distributed as the state government has not
contributed their share. According to state government sources , during the year
2009-10 fifty per cent of the state share of 42.00lakhs was not released and hence
the scheme could not be implemented in 2009-10 and the same was released in
2010-11 and central share of Rs. 42.00 lakhs revalidated for 2010-11.
Even though Srikakulam district has longest coast about 193km and many
fishing villages, Government could distribute only 83 motors in 5 years. Many
people from surveyed 40 villages have no idea about this scheme and they have
not received any motors from government.
Benefits from motorisation: Strict implementation of motorization of traditional
crafts and HSD oil schemes will benefit fishermen by improved the fish catches,
incomes and living conditions. Large employment opportunities would be
generated particularly for women in the marine villages due to getting more fish
catches as the crafts increase the area of fishing operations and number of fishing
days.
Following field observations were made about motorization of traditional boats
after taking inputs from local fishermen in some villages in Srikakulam district:
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They revealed that quantity of fish catch is very high with motorized traditional
boats than non-motorized boats.
(1) They have obtained more value for their kg of fish than other as the motor
helps them to go into sea and come back to the shore quickly without spoil
the catch fetches more price to their fish catch.
(2) The net income per year from the fishing unit was the highest of Rs. 25000
for motorized boats (maximum income is spending towards purchase of Oil)
and the lowest( Rs 10000 ) for traditional boat. Fishermen with motor boats
could be able to improve their livelihood with good income.
(3) It was observed that moving time from shore to different places on sea
could be saved with motor boat which leads to increase more fishing
attempts which again leads to more value of catches and net incomes.
(4) Maximum fishermen agreed that motorization has helped them in increase
fishing area, facilitated in increasing fishing days and increase in incomes
and their socioeconomic conditions have been improved.

MOTOR BOAT

TEPPA
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SUBSIDY ON HSD OIL
“We are spending maximum earnings for diesel and our income will increase if
government provides subsidy on oil” Bongu Savarayya, fisherman,MN Peta.
100% EXEMPTION OF ALL TAXES INCLUDING EXCISE DUTY, SALES TAX ON DIESEL
AND KEROSENE:

(1) Fishermen with motorized boats had to spend maximum percentage of
money on oil. Due to rebate on HSD oil, fishermen can increase their
number of fishing days.
(2) Rebate on HSD oil scheme will help not only increasing their fishing
operations but also help in improvement in their socioeconomic conditions.
(3) Due to increased catches from the mechanized and motorized fishing units
has lead to generation of more employment opportunities in the marine
villagers directly and indirectly.
(4) Increase more number of outlets in the marine villages by operating the
bunk round the clock.

Field reports compiled by Surapa Raju, S(2013) “Centrally Sponsored Schemes on
Marine Fisheries and its Effect on Development of Fisheries : A Study on
Motorization of Traditional Crafts and HSD Oil Schemes” are extremely close to
reality and revealed the following:

(1) Problems were elicited from the beneficiary households on getting the
scheme through focus group discussions in the selected villages in both the
sample states .The main problems are (i) influential people got the motors
than the real poor households in Andhra Pradesh; (ii) they had incurred
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more expenditure for submitting the required documents along with the
application such as photo, Xerox copies of license, bank account etc., and
get more amounts for traveling charges for pursuing the status of
application at the district fishery office. (iii) Since this scheme is linked to
bank fiancé and most of the bankers are not willing to extend their credit
facilities to the fishing households is a major problem in getting the scheme
in Andhra Pradesh.
(2) Delay in releasing the matching grant from the state government is a
problem in grounding the schemes. States do not release their share in
time, leading to uncertainty about the availability of funds at the field level.
(3) The field notes revealed that district fisheries officials of Andhra Pradesh
are not maintaining the list of beneficiaries by year wise and village wise
properly. In Andhra Pradesh, even though the applicants have been
selected through gram Sabha, the sarpanch plays key role in selection of
beneficiaries. Few people, who have the influence in the villages were
availed the schemes than the real poor people.
Report by Sathiadhas, R (2009), Inter-sectoral Disparity and Marginalization in
Marine Fisheries in India, Asian Fisheries Science, revealed that the nonmechanized sector is providing about 33% of the employment in active fishing,
yet harvesting hardly 7% of the annual landings, whereas mechanized segment
that employs 34% harvests 70% of total catch creating wide inter sectoral income
disparity. The annual per capita catch of fisher folk in mechanized segment is
more than twice as those of the per capita catch of the motorized segment and
nine times of the per capita catch of the no mechanized (traditional sector)
segment clearly signifying growing inter-sectoral disparity in distribution of
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economic gains. Average annual per capita earnings of fishing laborer range from
Rs.13,200 for a motorized dingi with bagnet to Rs. 1,27,200 for a mechanized
purse seiner. Significant variation is also observed even within groups of crafts
namely trawlers, gillnetters, purseseiners, motorized, and traditional crafts. The
analysis indicate that there is high incidence of poverty in the coastal rural
sector explicitly revealing that majority of these people still could not get much
of the benefits of the economic development taken place in our country.

8. INTEGRATED COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
“Fishermen from Andhra are extremely poor compared to other states so
government should start integrated fisheries development authority to only focus
on providing basic necessities to fisheries villages” Vasupalli Krishnarao

As it is explained in previous chapters, the status of marine fisheries in Andhra
Pradesh is worst compared to other states. All fishing families in coastal Andhra
Pradesh are under BPL except some employees and mechanized boat owners. In
Andhra Pradesh, 97.3% of marine families were under BPL category as per CMFRI
(2010) reports. Government has to react to develop marine fisheries and
perspective plan to bring forward this downtrodden community which had been
ignored by decades.
It is proposed that government may create

Integrated Coastal

Development Program with the objectives of developing fisheries villages by
providing facilities including houses for poor, drinking water, sanitation, roads,
electrification, drainage, digital libraries, fisheries hospitals and schools in
fisheries villages.
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Under this project, government may develop some villages as model fishing
villages by providing all facilities and thereafter same methods would be followed
to develop other fishing villages.

PRESENT

FUTURE

9. Construction of mini fishing jetties:
“We are suffering from back pain by carrying heavy boats to shore and most of
the times, it is very difficult to cross high tides to go inside the sea for fishing. Our
difficulties would be ended if fishing jetty can be constructed at Baruva
(Srikakulam)”all fishermen from 24 villages.
Government needs to identify suitable locations for construction of mini fishing
jetties. It is very unfortunate that Srikakulam district having long coastal line
about 193 km in our state had no fishing jetty even though lakhs of fisheries are
suffering.
During survey in 26 coastal villages in Sompeta, Kaviti mandal, Ichapuram
constituency, Srikakulam district, maximum people opined that they dream for
fishing jetties at convenient locations. They also said that their difficulties would
be ended after construction of fishing jetty.

STEPS TO SUSTAIN FISHERIES LIVELIHOOD

74

Government may identify and construct more mini fishing jetties in 09 coastal
districts from Srikakulam to Nellore in Andhra Pradesh.

FISHING JETTY SHOULD BE CONSTRUCTED AT BARUVA, SRIKAKULAM TO PUT
AN END TO THIS PROBLEMS
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10. RELIEF TO FISHERMEN DURING BAN PERIOD:

In order to conserve the marine fishery resources, seasonal fishing ban is imposed
for 45 days since 2001 (i.e. from April 15th to May 29th in the East Coast region
and June 15th to July 29th in the West Coast region). The fishermen have no
other source of income during the ban period leading to much hardship in
maintaining their families and their livelihood. To alleviate the sufferings of the
poor fishermen who are actually involved in marine fishing activities, It is
recommended to government that relief assistance Rs.7000/- along with 40 kg
rice shall be given to all marine fishermen families including fishermen who
does fishing with non-motorized boats.
During 2013-2014, Government of Andhra Pradesh has extended relief measure for
affected fishermen families in the form of supply of rice to prevent hardships to
fishermen during fishing ban period at sea in the months of April-May. 31 Kgs. of Rice
for each of the 66,183 affected fishermen families (Mechanized and Motorized Boat
owners and crew) for the 47 days when marine fishing is banned is being supplied free
of cost, under this scheme. The Government released 350.00 Lakh to Coastal Districts
for the distribution of 31Kgs. of Rice free of cost to 61,860 identified fishermen families
affected by ban on fishing in the sea in 2013-14.
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DIFFICULT LIFE IN TIDES

“It is very difficult to maintain my family with 31 kg rice provided by government
for 45 days of ban period and 2 months of fish lean period”….Potti Bhemarao,
Fisherman, Manchi Nella Peta

11. Special Allowance of Rs.6,000/- to Marine Fishermen Families
during Lean Fishing Season:
“Our income is extremely low because of less fish catch from April to October of
this year and it is very difficult to maintain my family “Tota Bhogiraju
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As the relief amount of Rs.1,800/- given to fishermen /fisherwomen under
Savings-cum-Relief scheme every year during lean fishing months was inadequate
to maintain their families, it is recommended that government introduce a new
Scheme for disbursement of a Special Allowance of Rs.6,000/- to each of the
marine fishermen families in coastal Districts to mitigate their sufferings in the
lean fishing months.
Tamil Nadu Government is already introduced this scheme and accorded sanction
for a sum of Rs.71.45 crore for providing special allowance during lean fishing
season to 1.785 lakh marine fishermen families during 2013-14. So far, a sum of
Rs.62.49 crore has been disbursed to 1,56,221 marine fishermen families of 13
coastal Districts (till 08.07.2014).
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12. EX-GRATIA:

Our team enquired the families of fishermen who were died while fishing in
sea, it is revealed that some families didn’t get any exgratia amount from
department.

For instance, Chintala Ramarao belongs to Manchineella

peta,Sriakakulam,

died

in

2011

and

Konda

Bhemarao

belongs

to

Hukumpeta,Srikakualm died in 2012 while fishing in sea. Both of the families of
deceased couldn’t get any amount from department.
It is recommended to State Government to provide an ex-gratia amount
Rs.5.00 Lakh to the families of deceased fishermen who happen to die due to
unexpected causes while fishing or immediately thereafter.
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13. PENSION TO OLD AGE FISHERMEN AND WIDOWS:

It is recommended that government provide old age pension amount of Rs 2000/per month. As fishermen above 50 years age cannot go for fishing, age limit for
old age pension should be 50 years and It is also recommended that pension an
amount 2000/- per month to be provided for widows from fishermen community.
“My age is 63. My energy is not enough to fight with tides but I have to go for
fishing some times. I have to be starved if I don’t go for fishing. If government
gives pension to us, we would be relieved from these difficulties.”Govinda
Barikayya, Fisherman from Manchineella Peta
14. EDUCATION:
Education does not attract many, to them formal education perhaps has no
meaning or relevance, it is the non formal education handed down to them that
has a bearing on their lives, still at launching boats, competence in preparing and
handling the nets and other equipments, developing endurance to withstand the
rough sea, learning about weather, currents ,winds and stars, these constitute
their real education. Due to lack of education, most of the people live in the
thatched huts and they spend most of the time on sea water for fish catching.
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They get scanty income which is hand to mouth, Education is vital role in the life
of everybody in fishermen communities, most of the fishermen live below poverty
line, they failed to educate their children.
Although they are described a homogeneous ethnic group, their present
life style is believed to vary according to geographically, ecologically and other
influences. The fishing industry has a significant place in the Indian economy as a
dollar spinner, it is sustained largely by life risking, hard working and socially illplaced fisher folks, their fishing techniques are not very modern and their
standards of living are extremely poor.
Many
have
left
their
homes
working
for
jobs
in
Gujarat(veeravalli),gulf ,Mumbai, and influence of their remittance soon added a
new dimension to the existing social tensions. While the serious situation in the
farm sector received the full attention of the policy makers because of farmers
suicides and the media ,fisher people ,who face a similar situation in coastal
villages are largely ignored while the farmers had their influenced political and
trade organizations that kept their grievances on the national agenda, the fisher
folk had no such organized lobby and were trapped in the clutches of obscurantist
and communal outfits ,instead of fighting a common enemy the fisher people
fight among themselves, leaving wealth of the sea to be plundered by local
middle men ,inclusion of fishermen into ST(scheduled tribes) answers my
question ,my dear fishermen brotherhood wake up(Mylapalli Gopi Kumar).
After studying status of 40 villages of fishing community, it is revealed the
fact that they are under impression that securing job is not easy task after
educating their children so they send their children to school till upper primary or
10th class. Even, some parents who want to provide good education to their
children find very difficult to educate their children after 10th class as college fee
is very high in residential junior colleges in cities and towns. Government is
providing fee reimbursement to graduation and post-graduation courses so
parents do not find much difficulty after completion of intermediate course.
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It is recommended government to provide fee reimbursement to students
from fishing community, those who aspires to study intermediate (+2) course in
private colleges for better education.
“Because of NTR trust only, I could go for higher studies as trust arranged
free seat to complete intermediate in reputed college. I am always thankful to NTR
trust” ….Magupalli Dasu, B.Tech student from Yekuvuru.
“After I lost my father due to tsunami in Andaman, I was sent to my native
place Srikakulam for studies and my mother is working on daily wages in
Andaman and my aunty is paying college fee for my intermediate study by selling
fish door to door” Ch Tatarao, Yekuvuru.
15. ESTABLISHMENT OF DIGITAL LIBRARIES IN COASTAL VILLAGES:
“Establishment of digital Libraries is good idea to create awareness among
fisheries. In my opinion, every village should have library” Batti Visweswara Rao
Battivanipalem- Village
In villages, students and fishermen would hardly read newspapers and
journals because these were not available so it is essential to setup library. Library
is a knowledge center from where students can acquire knowledge of diverse
fields and they can maintain the social awareness by reading news
papers&magazines available in library. It provides competitive books, scriptures,
personality development books, magazines and newspapers which are highly
benefits to development of coastal villages. It is very important for the
government to establish libraries in coastal villages so that students in these areas
will benefit from their services.
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LIBRARY IN YEKUVURU

We have realized the importance of library and with the cooperation of
villagers, we have renovated community hall as Library by spending nearly 1.5
lakhs for books and infrastructure. Credit goes to our village students for their
maximum cooperation to setup and properly maintaining it. We have large
number of scriptures and magazines in our library so that aspirants could get
opportunity to increase their knowledge.
“Library created opportunity to students to sit together and discuss many
educational matters. It enhanced the knowledge of fishermen after they made
habit to read newspapers and other books daily” Dasari Sekhar, Teacher
Villages Nadumuru, Battigalluru, Donkaluru and uppalam also renovated
community halls and established libraries and this idea library gave excellent
results in improving their knowledge.
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16. ESTABLISHMENT OF RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS FOR FISHERMEN (Gurukul
Schools) AND RESIDENTIAL JUNIOR COLLEGES: Government needs to establish
more residential schools for fishermen in coastal districts to educate children
from fishermen community.
Backward Classes Welfare Department is maintaining 50 B.C Residential Schools
under the control of Mahatma Jyothiba Phule Andhra Pradesh Backward Classes
Welfare Residential Educational Institutions Society (MJPAPBCWREIS),
Hyderabad. Out of 50 Schools, 5 institutions located at Amalapuram (Boys) (E.G),
Mopidevi (Boys) (Krishna), Golgamudi (Girls) (PSR Nellore), Satyavedu (Boys)
(Chittoor), and Kowdiapally (Boys) (Medak) are meant for the children belonging
to Fishermen Community. 46% of seats from these schools are reserved for
students belong to fishermen community.
Out of total coastal fisheries families in Andhra, nearly 45000 families are from
most backward district Srikakulam, accounted 27.5% of total Andhra coastal
fisheries families. Illiteracy and poverty is very high in Srikakulam district
compared to fisheries in other districts. Most of the students find very difficult to
go and study in Amalapuram Residential school and parents also hesitate to send
their children as it is very far from srikakulam district. Government needs to
consider these facts and establish Residential school for fishermen in Srikakulam
district with highest priority.

(16) FISHERMEN RIGHTS ACT: Shri Maddu Rajarao, President said “If anyone
cultivates land for 5 years, he would be owner of that land. However, even
though we are living here in coastal area from time immemorial, we have not
been added any right on coastal area, not even on fist of sand”. Different
projects are coming up along coast which destroys not only ecosystem but also
livelihood of lakhs of fisheries. By facing humiliation and separation from other
sects, we have not been considered as part of society. We belong to such a
community which had been ignored by the government for many decades. We
are struggling for survival by fighting with tides for many years but instead of
growth and development, coastal fishing community is diminishing and losing
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ground. We found all the ways for survival by migrating to different places to
show our inborn capability of fishing, but still we are unsettled because of our
poverty and illiteracy. Still, we have not lost our hopes and believe that our
mother Gangamma Talli will save us from this turmoil. We are living in such a
community that most of us feel guilty of revealing our identity of fishing
community with fear of losing our dignity and respect in society. This is right time
to government to react and solve many long pending survival issues of fishermen
to put an end to all difficulties facing by them for decades.
Like the Forest Rights Act ensuring rights of the tribals and primitive groups,
Government should enforce Fishermen Rights Act for coastal fishermen aiming to
benefit traditional fishermen. These communities should have complete rights
over coast and sea resources to protect from mining, industrialization and other
projects which damage livelihood of lakhs of fishermen living along coast for
thousands of years.

WE PRAY GANGAMMA TALLI TO SAVE US FROM MINING….FISHERMEN
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17. ENFORCEMENT OF COASTAL REGULATION ZONE NOTIFICATION (CRZ), 2011
“We are living in constant fear of establishing various mining projects along
coast. Instead of supporting us, Government has been taking advantage of our
illiteracy, poverty and backwardness. It is shock that they could find out minerals
in sand particles but our miserable life is invisible to them” fishermen from
studied villages revealed this view.
The Ministry of Environment and Forests(MoEF) had issued the Coastal Regulation
Zone (CRZ) Notification on 2011 with the objectives of ensuring livelihood
security to the fishing communities and other local communities living in the
coastal areas,to conserve and protect coastal stretches and to promote
development in a sustainable manner based on scientific principles, taking into
account the dangers of natural hazards in the coastal areas and sea level rise due
to global warming.
In the 1991 Notification the CRZ area was classified as CRZ-I (ecological
sensitive),CRZ-II (built-up area), CRZ-III (Rural area) and CRZ-IV (water area). In the
2011 Notification the above classification is retained. The only change is the
inclusionof CRZ-IV, which includes the water areas upto the territorial waters and
the tidalinfluenced water bodies.
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Since the fishing communities traditionally live in the coastal areas, they have
been given primary importance when drafting the CRZ Notification 2011.
The following are the provisions in the 2011 Notification that address the issues
relating to fishermen community:(i) Water area up to 12 nautical miles and the tidal influenced water bodies have
been included under the Coastal Regulation Zone areas in order to:
• control the discharge of untreated sewage, effluents and the disposal of solid
wastes as such activities endanger the fish and their ecosystem;
• Conserve and protect habitats in the marine area such as corals and coral reefs
and associated biodiversity, marine sanctuaries and biospherereserves, sea grass
beds etc. which act as spawning, nursery and rearing grounds for fish and
fisheries;
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• Regulate activities in the marine and coastal waters such as dredging, sand
mining, discharge of waste from ships, construction like groynes, breakwaters, etc.
including reclamation which have serious impacts on fishing and allied activities;
• Enable studies of the coastal and marine waters with regard to the impact of
climate change and the occurrence of disasters which have serious impacts on the
livelihood and property of the fisher-folk communities;
It may be noted that no restrictions are being imposed on any fishing activities
and allied activities of the traditional fishing communities in this area.
(ii) At several coastal stretches of the country the fishermen and their dwelling
Units are in danger due to erosion which is occurring primarily due to manmade
activities. The development of such manmade foreshore activities shall be
regulated after identifying and demarcating the coast as falling in the high eroding
category, the medium eroding category or the stable sites category.
(iii) While preparing the Coastal Zone Management Plans the infrastructures
essential for fishing communities must be clearly demarcated and fishing Zones in
the water bodies and the fish breeding areas shall also be clearly marked.
(iv)The 2011 Notification requires the Coastal Zone Management Authorities to
invite comments on the draft Coastal Zone Management Plan from stakeholders.
This will ensure that for the first time, local communities including fishermen
communities will have a say in the preparation of the CZMPs.
(v) The Notification allows infrastructural facilities for the local fishing
communities to be constructed in the CRZ-III area.
(vi)Reconstruction, repair works of dwelling units of local communities including
fisheries in accordance with local Town and Country Planning Regulations has
been made permissible.
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(vii) In CRZ-III areas where 0-200 meters is a No Development Zone (NDZ), to meet
the demands of dwelling units of traditional coastal communities including fisherfolk, the NDZ has been reduced to 100 meters. Hence, dwelling units of such
communities can be constructed 100-200 meters from High Tide Line along the
seafront with the approval of the State Government and the MoEF.

Enforcement of CRZ 2011 notification is required to protect traditional fishing
activities. As per CRZ rules 2011, sand mining should not be carried in the CRZ
zone. Several environmental problems arise due to sand mining in CRZ zone:
(i)

There are natural sand dunes in the area which are acting as barriers from
sea water entering the villages. After mining operation, these barriers will
be removed and sea water will flood villages and agricultural lands during
high tides and natural calamities like cyclones, Tsunami’s.

(ii)

Sand mining will affect the agricultural lands, fishermen and Turtles.

(iii)

Mining operations will damage Coconut, Mango and Cashew plantations
along the coastline; thus many people livelihood is destroyed.

(iv)

The sand dunes along the coast help in altering the air and also act as
protection from sea water entering villages during high tides and natural
calamities. And if mining is carried out, the sand dunes would be disturbed
and this will affect the surrounding plantation and villagers.

(v)

Will lead to death of turtles and destroy herbs (medicinal plants) growing
in the area. Recently 140 turtles died as their habitation was disturbed
with similar activities in this area. It is feared that same will happen on a
large scale if mining of beach sand is permitted.
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(vi)

Since layer of sand up to 20ft. is removed, sea water will move towards the
land and will make all ground water sources as saline. This will destroy
ecological balance in the area. Plantation on the surface is destroyed
causing loss of livelihood to all those living on these plantation (Coconut,
Mango and Cashew).

(vii)

Sand filled with mineral allows plant growth and protects infiltration of
saline water towards the land. Sand after the minerals are removed loses
their qualities and will cause severe damage to plantation potential and
nature.

(viii) The proposed sand mining would affect to the Migratory Birds.
(ix)

Mining activity would affect natural environment along the coast line and
would affect the species living the area.

PRAYING GOD FOR SAFETY OF FISHERMEN
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18. ENFORCEMENT OF MARINE FISHING REGULATION ACT (MFRA) :
An Act to provide for the regulation of fishing by fishing vessels in the sea along
the Coast line of the State. The act is for regulation of fishing with powers to
regulate, restrict or prohibit certain mattes within specified area.
“Non-Mechanised Traditional Fishing Crafts shall be allowed to operate freely
without any restrictions. Waters up to 8 km from the shore are reserved
exclusively for such fishing crafts and in no case any other type of Mechanised
Fishing vessels are allowed to operate in that area.”
For effective implementation of fisheries management initiatives by
enforcing MFRA the rules and regulations for sustainable fisheries, it is proposed
that adequate number of Patrol crafts of different types is introduced for
monitoring and surveillance of the marine areas, carrying out surveillance in the
territorial waters to check the intrusion of the mechanised fishing vessels for
fishing within the area earmarked for fishing by traditional fishermen and prevent
the conflicts, if any, between the traditional and mechanised fishing sectors.
Following points needs to be considered for Coastal Andhra Pradesh policies for
development of fisheries:
(i)

Protecting the traditional fishing rights of the fishermen.

(ii)

Ensuring the safety of the fishermen while fishing at sea.

(iii)

Providing social security to the fishers through various relief schemes.

(iv)

Improving the standard of living of the fishers by implementing welfare
schemes.

(v)

Developing / strengthening the infrastructural facilities for hygienic
handling and processing of fish and thereby promoting domestic and
overseas market.
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(vi)

Conserving the fishery resources by enforcing statutory regulations such
as mesh regulation, preventing use of destructive gears and stock
enhancement.

(vii)

Managing the fishery resources by offering diversified fishing options to
the fishermen to exploit offshore/ deep sea resources especially Tuna by
providing financial assistance for deep sea fishing.

(viii) Generating rural employment opportunity.
(ix)

Affirming effective, efficient and transparent administration.

19. SUPPLY OF ICE-BOXES TO FISHERWOMEN:

The fishermen using traditional boats make one day trip for fishing. They do not
generally use ice/salt on board to preserve their catch, it is dumped without
cleaning. The catch is landed mostly on open beaches. Local traders buy the catch
and pack them in large round straw baskets. Wet sand is used for preservation of
large fish during transport. Transport to nearby markets is by head load or local
buses. The fish may or may not be packed in ice depending on the
destination/mode of sale. The quantity of marine fish marketed fresh is less than
the quantity dried and salt-cured, owing to insufficient landing and transport
facilities. Salt-curing and sun-drying of fish is done at almost every fishing village
and landing centre. The techniques used are traditional and primitive and not
conducive to a good quality product. The government operates a few fish-curing
yards but these are usually located only at selected salt distribution centres.
Shrimp, being in great demand, is sold out as soon as it is landed and finds its way
quickly to processing factories where it is frozen and packed.
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Fisher women use several kinds of equipment like basket made of bamboo twigs,
aluminum vessel and plastic containers to preserve fish. The efficiency in terms of
capacity to store, preserve and transport of fish is poor in compared to ice box.
With ice box, fisher women have better capacity in buying more fish and preserve
it one or two days.
“The scheme of supply of ice boxes was taken up previously with assistance
from the Ministry of Food Processing as there is a great demand for them. A
subsidy not exceeding Rs.2000/- per box is being provided. There are 1511 Self
Help Groups (Matsya Mitra Groups) organized in the state. An amount of Rs.
200.00 Lakh was provided to supply 10,000 ice boxes during the year 2013-14 to
the members of MMGs/fish vendors etc.”

Fisher women in some villages Yekuvuru, Nadumuru and Battigalluru in Sompeta
mandal were enquired whether they have been supplied ice boxes for which most
women replied NO but some women said they have been provided with ice boxes
by RED CROSS society.

High quantity of fish but very less income due to poor preservation
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Survey revealed that ice boxes are more efficient compared to other preservation
methods. They have revealed that their income is increased because of long
preservation of fish and less wastage of fish.

It is proposed that schemes to promote retail marketing of fish in hygienic
conditions will be introduced aiming at providing assistance to women fish
vendors, for supplying aluminum containers for carrying fish, provision of
refrigerated ice boxes for storage of fish, transportation facilities – ice-box fitted
vehicles, solar fish driers and fish drying platforms for hygienic dry fish
production,..etc and training them in low cost fish preservation and processing
technologies. Self-help Groups comprising women fish vendors shall also be
assisted in setting up of hygienic retail outlets with facilities for keeping the
product in chilled/ refrigerated conditions and marketing/selling them, for
ensuring quality fish to the consumers and sustaining their livelihoods.

‘I take fish in basket to market and fish gets spoiled after few hours so I have to
sell it at very less price. As my income is very low, I can’t afford to purchase ice box
to preserve fish for 1 or 2 days. ” Mohinamma, Battigalluru

20. ICE PLANT CUM COLD STORAGE:
It is well known fact that every fisherman needs Ice to keep their fish catch
in a good condition. Unless they maintain quality fish, they will not get good price.
But they were exploited by the money lenders, local business people in selling fish
and buying Ice.
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Cold storage and ice plants are must for preservation of fish in good condition.
The quality chain of fish begins from the time, the fish is caught at sea and ends at
the consumption point. The highly perishable nature of fish necessitates the
provision of sufficient fishery post-harvest facilities such as on board fish handling
system, fish landing jetties and fish auction halls, ice plant and chilled storage,
mobile flake ice plants, permanent ice boxes, etc., which would improve the
quality of handling, resulting in the increase of sale price of fish. Value addition to
landed fish that directly result from the fishery harbor can be additional benefit to
the fisher community in fetching higher fish prices and meeting the norms laid
down for fish hygiene.
It is proposed that convenient locations are to be identified for installation of cold
storage and ice plants in coastal areas. When planning for the installation of icemaking facilities, size of ice plants is to be planned based on the probable demand
for ice (consumers) and proper maintenance is required for smooth operation of
equipment. Some villages may require small ice plant to meet their demand of ice.
“Our income will increase if we get ice to preserve fish in good conditions for 1 or 2
days” Eswaramma.
21. FISH LANDING CENTERS: Government proposed to construct 30 fish landing
centers at a cost of 88 lakhs each. Survey done at 2 fish landing centers which
were constructed at cost nearly 80 lakhs each revealed that fish landing centers
are not fully utilized and it is waste of government money and they opined that
instead of spending nearly 1 Cr for fish landing centre, they may either plan for
mini fishing jetties at suitable locations or plan for small fish landing centres
which is less than 10 lakhs in all villages.
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22. CONSTRUCTION OF HEALTHY FISH MARKETS: Provision of better marketing
facilities for fishermen community would create a significant impact on their
livelihoods. To provide better access to the nutritious fish food to the people in
hygienic condition by creating marketing infrastructure and to increase the
income of fishermen by enhancing domestic sales, establishment of healthy fish
markets at nearest towns from coastal villages is recommended.
The department of fisheries and the fishermen community are the better
judges of market site selection, design and most importantly the facilities and
amenities.
Women play a major role in fish marketing spending a lot of time. The
basic amenities like provision of drinking water, toilets, drainage, raised platforms
STEPS TO SUSTAIN FISHERIES LIVELIHOOD

96

for selling the fish, cleaning place for fish, electricity, storage, overhead water
tank etc. are to be provided in constructed and proposed markets. Proper
coordination and planning is required to avoid delay in identification of suitable
sites for construction. Fisher women Self Help Groups (SHG) are best for proper
management of fish market.
23. TRAINING TO FISHERIES DURING FISH BAN PERIOD:
It is proposed that government may plan training for fisheries during fish
ban period. Course of training may include subjects like awareness on new fishing
methods and all other technological developments in infrastructure like solar
drying methods and hygienic fish processing, awareness on government schemes,
alternative methods of livelihood during fish ban and fish lean periods, basic
knowledge on health and education of their children. Government may select
some active fishermen from every fishery village to spread awareness in entire
coastal Andhra.

.
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24. CREATION OF NEW FISHERIES WEBSITE
Existing website for fisheries is useless and it has not been updated for
many years. It is recommended that new website for fisheries to be created and
it should be well maintained by department of fisheries. Status report on fisheries
activities needs to be updated with latest status reports like budget, on-going
schemes, no. of motors supplied for boats area wise, total number of fish farmers,
inland fisheries and marine fisheries, funds allocation, perspective plan for
fisheries development etc. Present website as shown in below clearly indicates
that it has not been updated since 2009.

“Interactive website is best to apply for grants on line and to provide
feedback/suggestions to the department “Kurmarao, Software engineer.
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Website should have the following updated information:
Marine Fisheries
Inland Fisheries

Population, list of fishing villages, benefits
availed village wise
Population, list of fishing villages, benefits
availed village wise
Number of fish farmers and benefits availed
Complete fisheries budget document

Aquaculture
Details of Budget
Ongoing schemes
Statistics
Organization
Perspective plan
document
contacts
of All contact numbers of Commissioner,
department
Director,DD, AD, FDO, and concerned field
assistants.
Addresses of regional offices.
Latest updates
AFCOF details
reports
Download
Application forms
Apply Online
Status of applications
Feedback

25. ESTABLISHMENT OF FISHERIES UNIVERSITY: It is recommended that
government establishes Fisheries University in Andhra Pradesh:
(i)

To impart quality professional education in different branches of
Fisheries Sciences.

(ii)

To conduct research in frontier areas with the objective of
developing cutting edge technologies in Fisheries Sciences.
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(iii)

To provide professionally qualified and skilled manpower resources
in the State so as to increase fish production and exports.

(iv)

To provide extension services like training, consultancy, awareness
on new developments fishing to fisheries

(v)

To facilitate comprehensive development of Fisheries Sciences for
increased contribution to State’s economy and set bench marks
through appropriate interventions in fisheries teaching, research and
extension.

(vi)

To generate baseline data on aquatic biodiversity and fisheries
resource potential.

(vii)

To create better opportunities for marketing and value addition of
fish and fishery products.

(viii)

To establish an aquatic disease diagnosis and surveillance system in
the State.

Government is to provide more reservations and free education to students
from fisheries community to study in various fishing institutes in India
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26. It is recommended that government creates following infrastructures which
are exceptionally useful for coastal fishermen, in every fishing village:
a) Construction of fish drying platform

b) Construction of net mending hall

c) Construction of community hall:
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26. SEPARATE FISHERIES MINISTRY
It is recommended government that a separate ministry for fisheries should
be created. Several ministries were bifurcated for the benefit and welfare of
several groups which are deliberately lesser in number when compared to the
fishermen population, who are about three crore in India. But contrary to the
need and necessity, fisheries is being added as the fourth behind Agriculture,
Animal husbandry and Dairy in the Ministry of Agriculture, since its inception and
fishermen welfare is continuously neglected by the Authorities concerned.

27. EXPLORATION OF DEEP SEA FISHING METHODS BY INDIAN VESSELS:
It is for the first time in the history of Indian fisheries that the Hon’ble Prime
Minister of India voiced the need for ‘Blue Revolution’ in the country. Speaking at
the Eighty-sixth Foundation Day and Award Ceremony of the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research in New Delhi on 29 July 2014, the Hon’ble Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modiji called upon the practitioners of fisheries and aquaculture to
usher in ‘Blue Revolution’ by sustainable exploitation of the fisheries wealth from
the marine and other aquatic resources of the country.
His Excellency further said that the global market for fisheries is huge and
India needs to tap its marine wealth for improving the lives and livelihoods of
fishers and their families.
The seven-member expert committee headed by B Meenakumari, deputy
director general of fisheries division of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR), was constituted by the Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and
Fisheries Department of the Ministry of Agriculture after Prime Minster Narendra
Modi’s call for a “Blue Revolution” in July 2014. Speaking at the Foundation Day
programme of ICAR, Modi said that just like the “Green Revolution” and “White
Revolution”, there was a need for a Blue Revolution to enhance the country’s
marine resources management and utilisation. The committee was entrusted with
the responsibility of a comprehensive review of deep sea fishing policies and
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guidelines and give recommendations, which it submitted to the government on
August 20.
The committee estimated the resource potential of the Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ)— sea between 22 and 370 km from the coast—at 4.41 million tonnes
and suggested its optimal utilisation. “The recommendations were shaped
without consulting the stakeholders. It is a conspiracy to let foreign monopolies
exploit our fisheries resources,” says Charles George, president of Kerala’s Matsya
Thozhilali Aikya Vedi (forum of fisher’s unions).
What has angered the fishers’ and boat owners’ groups is the committee’s
categorisation of the utilisation of resources according to the depth of the waters.
The committee observes that waters up to 200 metres (m) are already exploited
and some species in these have been overexploited. “Thus, there is no expansion
of fishing efforts in this zone,” the committee remarks. As for waters at a depth of
200-500 m, small fishing boats measuring 15-20 m in length have started utilising
the resources. According to the committee, beyond a depth of 500 m, marine
resources are not optimally utilised and there is considerable scope for expansion
in this zone, mainly for tuna and tuna-like species.
To achieve optimum utilisation of the resources from these waters, the
panel recommends that 1,178 deep-sea fishing vessels be deployed. This includes
the existing and additional 270 vessels. The panel also suggested that joint
ventures with foreign companies and transfer of technology be taken up for
exploiting the waters beyond 500 m depth. “The panel totally ignores the fact
that Indian fishers are already operating in waters beyond 500 m and landing
catches,” says Joseph Xavier Kalappurackal, general secretary of the All Kerala
Fishing Boat Operators’ Association on 21 August 2014.
The panel further observes that India lacks adequate expertise or resources
to exploit beyond 500 m and hence technology transfer through acquisition of
foreign fishing vessels and/or joint ventures and leasing in vessels need to be
considered.
The panel also recommends to reconsider and liberalising stringent
conditions imposed by the Union Ministry of Home Affairs on big fishing vessels
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operating in Indian territorial waters, like fixing specific percentage for foreign
crew on board, phasing out of the number of foreign crew, engaging Indian
workers, paying them a salary not less that US $ 25,000 a year.
Fishers and boat owners groups feel these recommendations are to help
big Indian business houses such as Tata, ITC and Dunlop that have floated
companies and are venturing in fishing sector by leasing in big vessels with crew
from countries such as Russia, Japan and Korea. "These companies have
collaborated with American and European food companies.
"These vessels are allowed mid-sea export without landing their catches on
the shore. Nobody really knows how much quantity of fish they take from Indian
waters since there is nobody on board of the vessels to monitor their operations,"
says George. These vessels are allowed file their statements and whatever they
file is taken as record.
The committee consists of only scientists and officials and does not have
any representative from the fisher communities. "The recommendations were
shaped without consulting us," points out George.
The fishers organisations in Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka and other
states had organised a boat rally starting from Mangalore in Karnataka and ending
at Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala, urging to protect India' marine resources from
being plundered by big joint venture vessels. "We're going to intensify our
agitations in the coming days," says Peter.
NATIONAL POLICY ON FISHING & FISHERMEN BY BJP mentioned to
implement Murari Committee recommendations which were approved by the
Union Cabinet on 27th September 1997.
Murari Committee, appointed by the Centre in 1996 to review the fisheries
sector had made 27 suggestions to revamp the sector. The Centre had accepted
21 recommendations. "The committee has recommended that no joint venture
with foreign companies should allowed in the Indian waters, and the permits
given for such ventures, chartering and leasing in foreign vessels and test fishing
should be cancelled immediately. The committee had also recommended no
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renewal, extension or new licenses and permits be issued in future for such
ventures in the interest of the mechanized Indian boats". But these
recommendations were never implemented. In 2004-2005, the Centre decided to
allow Indian registered big ships to fish in the Indian waters. "These vessels in fact
belong to foreign companies," alleges George.
Government should stop multinational fishing companies in Indian waters
and fishing by foreign vessels in deep sea of Indian waters which will affect
millions of Indian fishermen and their families who solely depend upon fishing.
While Hon’ble Prime Minister invited all for “Make In India” and Indian scientists
could succeed in Mars mission, it is great wonder to permit foreign vessels for
deep sea fishing instead of promoting and providing assistance to Indian
fishermen. Is deep sea fishing complex than rocket science? Blue revolution is
great idea given by Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and it is possible
by Indian fishermen with the help from Government.
27. This book has been compiled with material collected from various
government departments, journal reports by various authors, survey reports of
some coastal villages, feedback from fisheries and leaders from fisheries
community and my own experience as a fisherman in my childhood with exclusive
motive of fisheries development.
28. CONCLUSION
The great majority of fishermen still exploit the fish resources with old
traditional methods in the same manner as was done by their forefathers. They
have neither proper fishing tools nor fish processing infrastructure. For the
majority, productivity and incomes remain critically low and there is urgent need
to improve their working conditions by providing financial help to purchase
motorized boats and nets, by providing infrastructure and by creating awareness
on various welfare schemes.
Coastal communities are also vulnerable to catastrophic events such as
tropical cyclones, tidal surges, tsunamis and floods that result from heavy
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monsoonal winds. Government should construct pucca houses for fisheries who
are living in kucha houses for better safety during natural calamities and to avoid
evacuation of people from coastal villages during cyclones.
Looking at the probable challenges and what should be the right approach
to be adopted by the policy makers in the fishery sector, it is suggested that a
uniform policy through interactive governance be implemented for the wellbeing
of fisher folks. Both the State Government of Andhra Pradesh and Union
Government of India should work together towards welfare of marine fisheries in
Andhra Pradesh.
No doubts, policies are framed for development of sectors. However,
socio-economics of the vulnerable group of the fishery sector should be a core
part of these policies both at State Government and Union Government level.
While focus should be on the education of the fisher community, infrastructure
should not be neglected. Hence policy makers should not only focus on the
fisheries development but also on the infrastructure in terms of health, education
and sanitation of fishermen community so that the real development of fishery
sector shall become a reality. Further, the role of women in fishing sector is to be
properly handled and duly addressed by the policy makers. Training on value
addition to the younger generation as well as the women participants is most
important aspect. Besides, effective processing technology and marketing
arrangement should be planned and highlighted in the policies by the policy
makers which in turn will help in improvement of the economic condition of the
small scale fishermen.
Government has to enforce all coastal related Acts like Fishermen Rights Act to
provides rights to fisheries, MFRA to prevent destructive fishing methods by
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mechanized boats, CRZ2011 to protect from mining and industrialization along
coast, implementation of other acts which put an end fishing by foreign vessels in
Indian sea and exploration of deep sea fishing methods by Indian vessels to yield
maximum productivity.
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USEFUL WEBSITES
Sl.No.

Website URL

1. Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying & Fisheries

www.dahd.nic.in

Department of fisheries, Andhra Pradesh

WWW.
apfisheries.cgg.gov.in

3. National Fisheries Development Board (NFDB)

www.nfdb.ap.nic.in

2.

4.

Central Institute of Coastal Engineering for Fishery
(CICEF)

5.

Fishery Survey of India Department
Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries

6.

National Institute of Fisheries Post Harvest Technology
and Training

of

Animal

7. Central Institute of Brackish water Aquaculture
8. Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture

www.cicef.gov.in
www.fsi.gov.in

www.ifpkochi.nic.in
www.ciba.tn.nic.in
www.cifa.in

9.

Bay of Bengal Programme (BOBP) Inter-Governmental
Organisation

www.bobpigo.org

10.

The Marine Products Export Development Authority
(MPEDA)

www.mpeda.com

11. Fisheries and Aquaculture Department
12.

Central Institute of Fisheries Nautical and Engineering
Training ( C I F N E T )

www.fao.org/fishery
www.cifnet.nic.in

13. Central Institute of Fisheries Education

www.cife.edu.in

14. Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)

www.icar.org.in

15. Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute

www.cmfri.com

16. Fisheries Leadership and Sustainability Forum
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Maritime State Profile
State

Landing
centres

Fishing
Villages

Fishermen
families

West Bengal

Coastal
length
(km)
158

59

188

Odisha

480

73

Andhra
Pradesh
Tamilnadu

974

Annexure-I
BPL
families

Fisher folk
population

76,981

Traditional
fishermen
families
52,532

48,870

38,0138

813

1,14,238

87,541

56,279

6,05,514

353

555

1,63,427

1,61,039

1,59,101

6,05,428

1,076

407

573

1,92,697

1,85,465

1,27,245

8,02,912

Puducherry

45

25

40

14,271

1,424

10,998

54,627

Kerala

590

187

222

1,18,937

1,16,321

65,459

6,10,165

Karnataka

300

96

144

30,713

28,533

23,624

1,67,429

Goa
Maharashtra

104
720

33
152

39
456

2,189
81,492

2,147
74,203

489
15,509

10,545
3,86,259

Gujarat
Daman &Diu

1,600
21

121
5

247
11

62,231
7,374

59,469
7,181

15,784
333

3,36,181
40,016

Total

6,068

1,511

3,288

8,64,550

7,75,855

5,23,691

39,99,214

National

Marine

Source:

CMFRI,

Fisheries
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CRZ-2011
Annexure-II
The following are declared as prohibited activities within the CRZ,(i) Setting up of new industries and expansion of existing industries except,(a) those directly related to waterfront or directly needing foreshore facilities;
Explanation: The expression “foreshore facilities” means those activities
permissible under this notification and they require waterfront for their
operations such as ports and harbours, jetties, quays, wharves, erosion control
measures, breakwaters, pipelines, light houses, navigational safety facilities,
coastal police stations and the like.;
(b) Projects of Department of Atomic Energy;
(c) facilities for generating power by non-conventional energy sources and
setting up of desalination plants in the areas not classified as CRZ-I(i) based on
an impact assessment study including social impacts.;
(d) Development of green field Airport already permitted only at Navi Mumbai;
(e) Reconstruction, repair works of dwelling units of local communities
including fishers in accordance with local town and country planning
regulations.
(ii) Manufacture or handling oil storage or disposal of hazardous substance as
specified in the notification of MOEF, No. S.O.594 (E), dated the 28th July1989,
S.O.No.966(E), dated the 27th November, 1989 and GSR 1037 (E), dated the
5thDecember ,1989 except,(a) transfer of hazardous substances from ships to ports, terminals and
refineries and viceversa;
(b) facilities for receipt and storage of petroleum products and liquefied
natural gas and facilities for regasification of Liquefied Natural Gas
(hereinafter referred to as the LNG) in the areas not classified as CRZ- I(i)
subject to implementation of safety regulations including guidelines issued by
the Oil Industry Safety Directorate in the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas and guidelines issued by MoEF and subject to further terms and
conditions for implementation of ameliorative and restorative measures in
relation to environment as may be stipulated by in MoEF.Provided that
STEPS TO SUSTAIN FISHERIES LIVELIHOOD

111

facilities for receipt and storage of fertilizers and raw materials required for
manufacture of fertilizers like ammonia, phosphoric acid, sulphur,sulphuric
acid, nitric acid and the like, shall be permitted within the said zone in the
areas not classified as CRZ-I(i).
(iii) Setting up and expansion of fish processing units including warehousing
except hatchery and natural fish drying in permitted areas:
(iv) Land reclamation or disturbing the natural course of seawater except those,(a) required for setting up, construction
foreshore facilities like ports, harbours,
bridges, sea link, road on stilts, and such
purpose and for other facilities that are
under the notification;

or modernisation or expansion of
jetties, wharves, quays, slipways,
as meant for defence and security
essential for activities permissible

(b) measures for control of erosion, based on scientific including
Environmental Impact Assessment (hereinafter referred to as the EIA) studies.
(c) maintenance or clearing of waterways, channels and ports, based on EIA
studies;
(d) measures to prevent sand bars, installation of tidal regulators, laying of
storm water drains or for structures for prevention of salinity ingress and
freshwater recharge based on carried out by any agency to be specified by
MoEF.
(v) Setting up and expansion of units or mechanism for disposal of wastes and
effluents except facilities required for,(a) discharging treated effluents into the water course with approval under
the Water(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 (6 of 1974);
(b) storm water drains and ancillary structures for pumping;
(c) treatment of waste and effluents arising from hotels, beach resorts and
human settlements located in CRZ areas other than CRZ-I and disposal of
treated wastes and effluents;
(vi) Discharge of untreated waste and effluents from industries, cities or towns
and other human settlements. The concerned authorities shall implement
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schemes for phasing out existing discharge of this nature, if any, within a time
period not exceeding two years from the date of issue of this notification.
(vii) Dumping of city or town wastes including construction debris, industrial solid
wastes, fly ash for the purpose of land filling and the like and the concerned
authority shall implement schemes for phasing out any existing practice, if any,
shall be phased out within a period of one year from date of commencement of
this notification.
Note:-The MoEF will issue a separate instruction to the State Governments and
Union territory Administration in respect of preparation of Action Plans and their
implementation as also monitoring including the time schedule thereof, in respect
of paras (v), (vi) and (vii).
(viii) Port and harbour projects in high eroding stretches of the coast, except
those projects classified as strategic and defence related in terms of EIA
notification, 2006 identified by MoEF based on scientific studies and in
consultation with the State Government or the Union territory Administration.
(ix) Reclamation for commercial purposes such as shopping and housing
complexes, hotels and entertainment activities.
(x) Mining of sand, rocks and other sub-strata materials except,(a)those rare minerals not available outside the CRZ area,
(b) exploration and exploitation of Oil and Natural Gas.
(xi) Drawl of groundwater and construction related thereto, within 200mts of HTL;
except the following:(a) in the areas which are inhabited by the local communities and only for
their use.
(b) In the area between 200mts-500mts zone the drawl of ground water shall
be permitted only when done manually through ordinary wells for drinking,
horticulture, agriculture and fisheries and where no other source of water is
available.
Note:-Restrictions for such drawl may be imposed by the Authority designated by
the State Government and Union territory Administration in the areas affected by
sea water intrusion.
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(xi) Construction activities in CRZ-I except those specified in para 8 of this
notification.
(xiii) Dressing or altering the sand dunes, hills, natural features including
landscape changes for beautification, recreation and other such purpose.
(xiv) Facilities required for patrolling and vigilance activities of marine/coastal
police stations.
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COASTAL FISHING VILLAGES IN SRIKAKULAM
VILLAGE NAME

PANCHYATI

MANDALAM

NAME
Donkuru

Donkuru

kaviti

CH Kapaskuddi

CH Kapaskuddi

kaviti

Pukkalla Palem

kaviti

kaviti

Kotha Palem

Jagathi

kaviti

Chinna Karrivani

Jagathi

kaviti

Battivani Palem

Jagathi

kaviti

Peddakarrivani

Jagathi

kaviti

Iddivani Palem

Borivanka

kaviti

Kalinga Patnam

Manikyapuram

kaviti

Ontooru

Manikyapuram

kaviti

Iskala Palem

rushikudda

Sompeta

Ramayya Patnam

rushikudda

Sompeta

Golla Gandi

Baruva

Sompeta

Kottur

Baruva

Sompeta

Vodapalem

Baruva

Sompeta

Battigalluru

Uppalam

Sompeta

ekuvuru

Uppalam

Sompeta

Donkuru

Uppalam

Sompeta

Nadumuru

Uppalam

Sompeta

Yekuvuru

Uppalam

Sompeta

Palem

Palem

Yerramukkam

Sompeta

Geddavuru

Sompeta

Thotavuru

Sompeta
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VILLAGE

MANDALAM

VILLAGE

MANDALAM

Dummoluru

Mandasa

Gangampeta

Pithali

Mandasa

Kotharevu

Polaki

Dunnavuru

Mandasa

Koviripeta

Polaki

Bhavanipeta

Mandasa

Kambalavanipeta

Polaki

Bethali Puram

Mandasa

Revupalem

Polaki

Rampuram

Mandasa

Rajarampuram

Polaki

Ganguwada

Mandasa

Neela Ganguvada

Mandasa

Perlavanipeta

Gaara

Bhavanipeta

Mandasa

Korlam

Gaara

Barrevanipeta

Mandasa

Mogadalapadu

Gaara

Perlavanipeta

Gaara

Metturu

Vajrapukothuru

Vachhavalasa

Gaara

Thotavuru

Vajrapukothuru

Pukkalapeta

Srikakulam

Gunupalli

Vajrapukothuru

Kalingapatnam

Srikakulam

Akkupalli

Vajrapukothuru

Srikurmam

Srikakulam

Baipalli

Vajrapukothuru

Peddaganagallpeta Srikakulam

Pedhavanka

Vajrapukothuru

Kundivanipeta

Srikakulam

Chinnavanka

Vajrapukothuru

Killipalem

Srikakulam

Gangadharapalli

Vajrapukothuru

Nuvvalarevu

Vajrapukothuru

Badivanipeta

Echerla

Manchnillapeta

Vajrapukothuru

Sandhipeta

Echerla

Hukumpeta

Vajrapukothuru

Pittavanipeta

Echerla

Kambalarayudupeta

Vajrapukothuru

Siddibeharakothuru Echerla

Komarlatada

Vajrapukothuru

umilada

Echerla

Kothapeta

Vajrapukothuru

Rajapuram

Echerla

Duvunaltada

Vajrapukothuru

Nandigam

Echerla

Vadapeta

Vajrapukothuru

Ravu Amplam

Echerla

Rajapuram

Echerla
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kottapeta

Santhabommali

Jalarikoyyam

Echerla

Bhavanpadu

Santhabommali

Matyalesam

Echerla

m.sunnapalli

Santhabommali

Bandaruvanipeta

Echerla

pathameghavaram

Santhabommali

Batchuvanipeta

Echerla

surada vanipeta

Santhabommali

Mogadalapadu

Echerla

D.maruvada

Santhabommali

Dibbapalem

Ranasthalam

M.maruvada

Santhabommali

SD Palem

Ranasthalam

C.Maru vada

Santhabommali

Rallapeta

Ranasthalam

Chokkaravanipeta

Santhabommali

D Matsyalesam

Ranasthalam

guddimeedhapeta

Santhabommali

Badevanipeta

Ranasthalam

yampalla vanipeta

Santhabommali

Kunduvanipeta

Ranasthalam

geddalapadu

Santhabommali

Balivada

Ranasthalam

goligivanipeta

Santhabommali

Gana Galla Peta

Ranasthalam

pittavanipeta

Santhabommali

Bontalakoduru

Ranasthalam

cheruvugattupeta

Santhabommali

Kollibhimavaram

Ranasthalam

surada vanipeta2

Santhabommali

Jeerupalem

Ranasthalam

Depallivanipeta

Santhabommali

Kovvada

Ranasthalam

Budagatlapalem

Ranasthalam

kumanadanivanipeta Santhabommali
Bodduvanipeta

Santhabommali

Jagannadhapuram

Ranasthalam

Pukkallavanipeta

Santhabommali

Kovvada

Ranasthalam

Matchalesam
Karipeta

Santhabommali

Gurayyapeta

Ranasthalam

Jaganbadhapuram

Santhabommali

Chikatipeta

Ranasthalam

M.Kotturu

Santhabommali

Donipeta

Ranasthalam

umilada

Santhabommali

peddakoviripeta

Santhabommali
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% of Marine Families Below Poverty Line
97%

100%

90%

80%

70%
63%
56%

60%
49%

50%

40%

30%

25%
19%

20%

10%

0%

SOURCE:CMFRI, National Marine Fisheries Census, 2010
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